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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 


Years ago, a group of boys of the 
Harischandra High School at Varanasi went 
to a mela or fair across the Ganga. There 
were many interesting things to see there. The 
boys wandered over the grounds of the mela 
for the whole day, heartily enjoying the fun, 
and never thought of home till it was dusk. 
Then they hurried down to the nearby 
landing-place on the river-bank for the return- 
journey. But one among them refused to 
accompany the others. He said that he 
would like to stay behind a little longer to 
see a few more things. He actually had not 
even a single copper with him to pay the 
ferry-charge. But he was too conscious of 
his self-respect and dignity to disclose his 
poverty to others. 


But he too was already hungry and tired. 
It was also getting dark and he thought his 
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mother and grandmother would be anxiously 
waiting for him at home. Hence, he wanted 
to rush back as soon as possible. After his 
friends had left, he slowly went down the 
steps on the bank and stood facing the vast 
expanse of the Ganga from bank to bank. He 
thought of his loving mother again who must 
be very anxiously waiting. But how could he 
reach home ? He jumped into the deep waters 
and started swimming. Those who were on the 
landing-place, waiting for the ferry, were taken 
aback at this daring act of a small boy. But 
such was his determination that he swam on 
in the darkness and safely reached home that 
evening to narrate joyfully his experiences to 
his loving grand-parents. 


Some years liter, this poor boy became one 
of the great fighters for the freedom of our 
motherland from British rule. By that 
time, he had been married and had several 
children; but he continued to be poor. His 
first child had died for sheer lack of medical 
treatment. When he was in jail, one of his 
sons became seriously ill. The imprisoned 
father could be let off only if he would sign a 
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bond that, while out of prison, he would not 
take part in the freedom-movement. But he 
refused to do so. He was, however, liked and 
respected by the prison authorities. The Jail 
Superintendent, out of pity for the ailing child 
and the feelings of the mother, released the 
imprisoned father without a bond for only a 
week. But asill-luck would have it, the child’s 
condition grew worse during that week, On the 
last day of the parole, his temperature rose 
to 105 degrees. The loving father stood beside 
his son’s bed, offering silent prayers. At last, he 
heard the sick child’s pathetic appeal, “Father, 
please stay on; do not go, please.” But the 
father was determined and could not be 
dissuaded from doing what he thought to be 
his duty. He had given his word of honour to 
the Jail Superintendent to return that day. He 
must keep it, no matter what happened. He 
now turned his face away from his dear child 
and slowly walked away to reach the jail 
in time, without looking back, even once. 


India and the rest of the world know this 
man to be Lal Bahadur Shastri, a great Prime 
Minister of a great country. The poor boy who 
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could not afford a few coppers for ferrying 
across a river, not only became the Prime 
Minister of India but won the love and respect 
of the whole nation for his honesty, patriotism 
and ability. Lal Bahadur thus created history 
and left behind a glorious example to his 
young nation. 


We shall read the inspiring story of this 
poor but great man in the following chapters. 
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CHAPTER II 


FAMILY AND CHILDHOOD 


Lal Bahadur was born in a poor family on 
October 2, 1904, at Mughalsarai, a big railway 
junction in the State of Uttar Pradesh. His 
original name was Lal Bahadur Srivastava. 
The surname Srivastava shows that his family 
belonged to the community of Kayasthas. 
This is an important and educated community 
in the whole of north India. His family was, 
however, a sad exception to the usually rich 
Kayasthas. We shall see later how and why 
Lal Bahadur dropped his family surname of 
Srivastava and became Lal Bahadur Shastri. His 
father, Shri Sharada Prasad Srivastava, was a 
poor primary school teacher. Later in life, he 
gave up teaching and became a clerk in the 
Revenue Office at Allahabad with the hope of 
improving the financial condition of his family. 
Unfortunately, Sharada Prasad could not enjoy 
the benefits of his new job for long. After 
having been at the post for hardly two years, 
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he died, leaving behind a young widow with 
three small children, namely, the boy Lal 
Bahadur and two girls. He had no savings 
at all. 


HIS GRANDFATHER'S FAMILY 


The maternal grandfather of the little 
Lal Bahadur, Shri Hazarilal.k of Mughalsarai, 
was quite well-off. He was very fond of his 
daughter Ramdulari Devi, the widowed 
mother of L31 Bahadur, as she was his first-born 
and had many womanly virtues. He was the 
head of a large family, consisting of many 
brothers and cousins and their wives and 
children and grandchildren. On all of them he 
bestowed equal love, sympathy and attention. 
This is how joint families in India continued 
tor generations. People were less self-centred 
then. In these days everybody thinks of his or 
her own interests neglecting even old parents, 
not to speak of brothers and sisters and cousins 
in distress. This is bad indeed. That is why 
most people are unhappy, for selfishness never 
brings happiness. 

Following the sad death of Sharada Prasad, 
Hazarilal went to Allahabad and brought his 
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widowed daughter and her three helpless 
children to his home. Lal Bahadur’s entire 
childhood was thus spent at his grandfather’s 
house. Later on, when this poor fatherless boy 
became famous, he would often make touching 
references to his grandfather.'‘Even my father,” 
he used to say, ‘‘could not have looked after 
me better than my grandfather did.” 


UNCLE RAGHUNATH PRASAD 


The loving grandfather saw to it that his 
favourite grandchild had proper education. He 
got him admitted to the local primary school. 
After Lal Bahadur had passed his sixth standard 
creditably, he made arrangements for his educa- 
tion at a high school. Instead of putting the boy 
in a hostel, he arranged for his stay with his 
maternal uncle Shri Raghunath Prasad who: 
was working at that time as a head clerk in the 
City Municipal Office in Varanasi. Hazarilal 
thought that here Lal Bahadur might receive 
that guidance and affection which are necessary 
for children and which no hostel can provide. 
Raghunath Prasad, who had a large family 
and not a very substantial salary, had a hand- 
to-mouth existence. As a matter.of fact, he was 
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so poor that when he retired from service he 
wes forced to run a shop in order to maintain 
his family. Nevertheless, he was rich in many 
human virtues. He was a thoroughly honest 
man. He was devoted to God. Though not 
much attached to worldly affairs, he discharged 
all his family and social obligations properly. 
Otherwise, he would not have accepted the 
little Lal Bahadur in his already large family. 


It seems destiny was preparing Lal Bahadur 
Shastri for thegreat role he was to play in later 
life. For leading an honourable as well as use- 
ful life, money is not as necessary as character. 
We acquire character mostly from our parents, 
from our family and from the society in which 
we spend our childhood days. It was very good 
for Lal Bahadur that he not only had a saintly 
mother, but also spent his entire childhood 
among people of high character. If Lal Bahadur 
was noted for honesty, dutifulness, humility as 
well as unselfishness, he had imbibed them 
from his mother, grandfather and uncle. But 
for these good influences in his childhood, he 
might not have stood so high in the love and 
admiration of his people and of the world. 
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CHAPTER III 


HARISCHANDRA HIGH SCHOOL 
PREPARES A NEW HARISCHANDRA 


Lal Bahadur was admitted to the 
Harischandra High School at Varanasi. It was 
an old school with a reputed teaching staff. 
Among the teachers there was one who led the 
young minds far beyond the class-room and the 
subjects he taught. He told them about the 
wider world of Indian nationalism and asked 
them to develop noble and patriotic qualities 
in their personal life. He was Nishkameswar 
Mishra. He taught both English and Mathe- 
matics in the upper classes and he taught the 
subjects very well. The boys always looked 
forward particularly to his Mathematics 
lessons. But Mishra was more than a good 
teacher. He was a real guru in the ancient 
Indian sense. He tried, as far as he could, 
not only to train and enlighten the boys’ 
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minds by good teaching, but also inspired 
them to develop their bodies. He so planned 
his daily lessons that he could always spare 
half an hour or so before the school closed 
to talk to the bys on topics which he thought 
would broaden their minds. At that time 
India was ruled by the British and great Indian 
leaders were struggling hard to make her a 
free country. Nishkameswar Mishra’s talks to 
the boys often concerned this great national 
problem. He narrated to them India’s fight 
against foreigners under great heroes like 
Rana Sangram Singh, Rana Pratap and 
Chhatrapati Shivaji. He inspired them to 
follow the footsteps of these eminent leaders. 
Young Lal Bahadur was particularly moved 
by Mishra’s glowing narration of Lokamanya 
Tilak’s activities as a great modern freedom- 
fighter. The Lokamanya’s historic words, 
“Swaraj is my birth-right,” as explained to 
the boys by Mishra, left a lasting impression 
on young Lal Bahadur’s mind. 

Nishkameswar was keen on extra-curricular 
activities. He encouraged the boys to join the 
Boy Scout movement. He also organised 
debates and discussions for them. Lal Bahadur 
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whole-heartedly participated in all the 
activities of the school. He even took part 
with enthusiasm in the school theatricals. It 
is interesting to know that in the school-plays 
he was given roles similar to those that he had 
to play later on in life. For instance, ina 
play on the Mahabhuiratzs, he was selected to 
do the part of Krupacharya who, though 
officially an adviser to the Kauravas, was res- 
pected by the Pandavas as well. Krupacharya 
was not only learned but was also a person of 
character and a man of peace. We shall see 
how Lal Bahadur in his later life was looked 
upon as a modern Krupacharya. 


Young Lal Bahadur was very dutiful as a 
student. He always performed his home work to 
the satisfaction of his teachers. He was parti- 
cularly noted for his excellent pronunciation of 
English, for which he was once warmly 
congratulated by the visiting Inspector of 
Schools. He was good at Geometry and Algebra 
but weak in Arithmetic. But he never confined 
himself to text-books. He went on reading 
whatever good book he could lay his hands on. 
This laid the foundation of a wide general 
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knowledge which isso useful in everybody’s 
life and it proved so in that of Lal Bahadur. 

Though he came of a poor family, Lal 
Bahadur was liked by all the teachers and 
students. The teachers used to take him to 
their homes and treat him as their own 
child. His company was always sought after 
by other boys. It was while he was a student of 
Harischandra High School that he visited a 
fair across the Ganga with his class-mates. But 
as he had no money to pay the ferry-charge, 
he swam the broad river to reach home. Lal 
Bahadur always remembered the happy days 
he had spent at the Harischandra High 
School. He was extremely well treated by both 
teachers and students just because he himselt 
was so good. From his very childhood he: was 
known for honesty, truthfulness, hard work 
and gentleness. 


THE LITTLE NA’N 


Both as child and as man Lal Bahadur, 
however, was marked out by his short stature. 
In his childhood, he was therefore nicknamed 
in the family as Na’n, meaning ‘small’. Friends 
made fun of him and he himself also made jokes 
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about his own lack of height. Even after he 
became famous in life, he was fond of children 
and often played with them like one of them. 
When questioned by friends, he would say, 
‘Because of my lack of inches, elders do not 
like to play any game with me. Hence I come 
to children to be one with them.” 


As a matter of fact, though short, Lal 
Bahadur took part in all games, Indian and 
western. As a student he played football and 
hockey. Later on, he played tennis and 
badminton. He sometimes defeated Jawaharlal 
Nehru, in matches of these games, while they 
were together in jail. 


As Lal Bahadur was nicknamed Na’n for 
his short stature, he valued the following 
couplet by Nanak, the great founder of the 
Sikh religion, in which the word Na’n occurs: 


Nanak nan he hat raho jaise nan hee doob, 
Aur rookh sookh jayenge doob khoob kee khoob. 
Its meaning 1S : 


“QO, Nanak, remain small, as small as grass. 
Other plants wither away, tut grass will 
remain ever green.” 
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To Lal Bahadur these two lines of Nanak 
became almost his life’s motto. And his own 
life was, so to say, an example of what Nanak 
advised everyone to-be. Even when he became 
Prime Minister of India he remained humble 
and poor as before. 

DETERMINATION TO BE GREAT 
While he was at school there took place an 
incident which left a deep impression on Lal 
Bahadur’s mind and shaped his entire character, 
for the future. 

With some of his class-mates and school- 
fellows he left home one day for an outing. 
After some aimless wandering the boys raided 
an orchard and started plucking ripe fruits 
from the trees there. Lal Bahadur, however, 
refused to join the raiders. He stood at the 
gate innocently plucking a few flowers. 
In the meantime the gardener shouted 
at the boys. They ran away, leaving little 
Lal Bahadur helplessly standing at the gate. 
The gardener found no one else but 
Lal Bahadur. Taking him for one of the 
members of the gang, the gardener started 
hitting him with blows and slaps. Little 
Lal Bahadur sobbed out the true story and 
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appealed to the gardener not to be so merciless 
towards a poor innocent fatherless boy.. 
On hearing the word ‘fatherless’, the man. 
stopped beating the boy and said, ‘‘Fatherless ! 
Fatherless ' Arte you fatherless ? Then you 
have all the more reason to behave better.” 


These words of the gardener went 
deep into young Lal Bahadur’s mind. As he 
returned home he kept saying to himself, 
‘“Tust because I am fatherless, I must behave 
better than others. The man. is perfectly 
right ©!” 


HARISCHANDRA IDEAL 


Lal Bahadur strictly followed his own 
resolution of his younger days. But he did not 
want to be a big man in the usual sense of the 
term. There is a world of difference between a 
so-called big man and a really great man. Lal 
Bahadur remained noble and honest through- 
out his life, in spite of poverty. That is the 
Harischandra ideal which has been honoured 
and admired by Indians for centuries. King 
Harischandra gave away his kingdom and even 
his dear wife and child for the sake of Truth 
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and worked as a slave for his daily bread. 
In Lal Bahadur’s life we find the same good 
ideal followed in modern times. It is significant 
that the Harischandra High School nursed 
this modern Harischandra of India. The next 
chapter tells you what great sacrifices Lal 
Bahadur made as a child for the sake of an 
ideal as did the noble Harischandra in ancient 
times. 
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CHAPTER IV 
RICH SACRIFICES OF A POOR BOY 


When Lal Bahadur was young, the British 
ruled over India and many other countries of 
the world. The empire of the British was 
supposed to be the biggest in the whole of 
history. It was so spread all over the world 
that the sun, it was said, never set on it. 


But our great leaders Dadabhai Naoroji, 
Lokamanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale and others were not afraid 
even of the mighty British. They kept demand- 
ing of the British rulers that the Indians must 
have a greater share in the administration of 
their own country. Not satisfied with making 
mere requests and appeals like the elder leaders, 
young men in Bengal, Maharastra and the 
Punjab became restive. They tried to drive 
the British from the holy soil of India even by 
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violent means. Many of these brave young 
Indians, such as Damodar Vinayak Savarkar 
and Khudiram, had to spend terrible years of 
lonely existence in the prison-cells in the 
Andamans or were hanged for their deep love 
for Mother India. Soon after young Lal 
Bahadur joined the Harischandra High School, 
the First World War broke out. This was 
a war mainly between the British and the 
Germans. Later on, friendly nations on either 
side joined and it developed into a world war 
in which practically every nation became 
involved. This war lasted from 1914 to 1918. 
Millions of people were killed or wounded on 
either side and the loss of money and materials 
was incalculablee About this time, our 
beloved Gandhiji returned from South Africa. 
He had already become famous for successfully 
waging a non-violent war for the rights of 
Indians living in South Africa against the 
British there. His participation in India’s 
national struggle, therefore, soon gave a new 
colour to it. We all know that Gandhiji, who 
was a great man, never thought much of 
himself. He was the humblest of men and he 
led a strictly pious life. He would never do 
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any wrong or harmto anybody -eitherin his own 
interest or in the interest of his family. 


INDIA AND THE FIRST WORLD WAR 


When the British rulers were engaged in 
the First World War, many of our leaders 
thought it to be the right time to harass them 
and thus easily gain freedom for India. But 
Gandhiji would not harm even his worst enemy, 
and particularly when the latter was in distress. 
He believed also that the Germans were wrong 
in starting the war and causing so much suffer- 
ing to mankind. So when the British authori- 
ties made a Statement in the British 
Parliament that after the war Indians would 
be given much larger shares in running their 
own country, Bapuji came out openly to help 
the British. He even started recruiting soldiers 
for the British army, much to the annoyance 
of many of his friends. But he always did 
what he himself considered right, no matter 
what the whole world thought of it. 


India rendered considerable help to the 
British during the First World War, with men 
and material. The Indian Rajas, Maharajas 
and rich men placed all their resources at 
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the disposal of the British rulers. Thousands 
of Indian soldiers gave their lives in the distant 
battle-fields of Europe and the Middle East. 
The bravery of the Indian soldiers became a 
legend and even the German Emperor was 
reported to have said that if he was afraid of 
anybody, it was the Sikh soldier. 

But unfortunately the British Government 
forgot their promises to India after they had 
won the war. They tried, on the other hand, to 
suppress all agitations by the Indians, to get 
more of their legitimate rights. The Govern- 
ment of India passed the Rowlatt Act, named 
after Mr. Rowlatt then the Law Member of 
the Viceroy’s Council, according to which 
Indians could not even hold meetings to voice 
their common grievances. 


JALLIANWALLA BAGH 


There were protests against this black Act 
all over India. For the first time Gandhiji 
appealed to the nation from his Sabarmati 
Ashram at Ahmedabad to observe a day of 
hartal as a sign of the nation’s disappoint- 
ment. The hortal was successful beyond 
imagination. Hundreds of cities and towns 
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presented a deserted look. Despite the efforts 
of the British Government not a single shop 
was open anywhere. 


In the holy city of Amritsar the brave 
people of the Punjab-—-Sikhs, Hindus and 
Muslims gathered at a park called Jallianwalla 
Bagh to protest against the Rowlatt Act. The 
British authorities, already angered at the suc- 
cessful h17rtal, now lost their head. There was 
.a British General, Dyer by name, who hated 
Indians most. He went to Jallianwalla Bagh 
with a platoon of soldiers and, without giving 
any warning to the assembled unarmed people, 
ordered the soldiers to fire. In a matter of 
minutes, 400 people lost their lives and over 
1,000 were severely injured. 

When this news appeared in the papers, 
there was great resentment all over the country. 
Losing all faith in the words of the British 
Government Gandhiji who had so long 
cooperated with the Government, decided to 
become a non-cooperator. 


SATYAGRAHA AND NON-COOPERATION 


The word ‘non-cooperation’ was not 
heard of in Indian politics before and needs, 
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therefore, some explanation. Gandhiji by that 
time had come to the definite conclusion that 
violence of any kind, in word or deed or even 
in thought, never does any good to any one. 
It never solves any problem. Rather, it leaves 
problems more complicated. The First World 
War had brought untold suffering to those 
who had won and to those who stood defeated. 
Gandhiji, after a deep study of human history, 
was convinced that ahimsz or non-violence 
and love were the basic laws of life. A human 
child, born so utterly helpless, can hope to 
survive only on a mother’s love and sacrifices. 
We are able to carry on our day-to-day life 
because of the cooperation we receive from 
others in society. 


But very often we are overpowered by 
wrong actions committed by others. How then 
to get justice in such case ? How to set right 
the wrong ? One way is to use violence and 
that might appear the easiest solution. But all 
the great teachers of mankind, such as the 
Buddha, Jesus Christ and Chaitanya, have 
advised us never to take to violence to get 
justice, because violence begets only violence. 
It never brings peace. It leaves behind, on 
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the other hand, lasting ill-feeling between the 
parties concerned. 


Gandhiji, like the Buddha and Jesus 
Christ before him, preached and himself 
practised ahimsz or non-violence as the main 
principle of his life and also as the only 
method of redressing any wrong. He advised 
all to accept it as the only way to be happy. 
In this way, instead of doing any harm to the 
wrong-doer, Gandhiji expected to turn an 
enemy into a friend and a better man 
also. For the first time in the history of 
mankind, Gandhiji used it as a national 
weapon to set national wrongs redressed. 
Gandhiji called this non-violent tight 
Satyagraha or love of truth. And by the time 
we are talking of, he had come out victorious 
in three satyagrahas or non-violent wars. 
The first was his satyagraha in South Africa 
to uphold the rights of Indians as a respectable 
citizens. The second was in the Champaran 
district of Bihar to redress the wrongs com- 
mitted against the poor innocent peasants by 
the English indigo-planters. And the third was 
in the Khaira district of Gujarat to remedy 
the grievances of the overtaxed peasants. 
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‘Non-cooperation’ was the term coined 
by Gandhiji to describe a non-violent 
fight. He proposed to the Indian National 
Congress to start a nation-wide movement 
of Non-cooperation against the British admi- 
nistrators in India. He declared that the 
words of the British Government should no 
longer be trusted and no Indian should coope- 
rate with the British in running their admini- 
stration in India. This, he said, would be more 
effective than a violent war for driving the 
British out of India. He asked Indians not to 
attend the British courts of law and -to give 
up Government titles. He also asked the 
students to leave Government-run schools and 
colleges. He appealed to all to stop using 
foreign goods and to use only swadeshi or 
indigenous things. 

Gandhiji’s pr.:posal was accepted not 
only by the Indian National Congress, but 
practically by the whole Indian nation. Great 
lawers, like Motilal Nehru and Chittaranjan 
Das, who earned thousands of rupees every 
month from their legal practice, stopped 
attending courts. Many gave up their Govern- 
ment titles and thousands ot students left 


Digitized by srujanika@ gmail.com 


25 


schools and colleges to participate in the 
national struggle. 


LAL BAHADUR GIVES UP STUDIES 


Among those who made great sacrifices at 
this call of Gandhiji in 1920-21, for the sake of 
our motherland, was our young Lal Bahadur. 
For a poor boy like him, it was nothing but a 
plunge into the dark unknown. He was an 
orphan. He was so poor that he could not 
pursue his studies without the help of 
relatives, who supported him as well as his 
widowed mother and two little sisters. He was 
about to sit for the Matriculation examina- 
tion, which would qualify him for college 
studies or for employment. His mother was 
anxious to see her only son start earning soon 
so that she could live independently with a 
house of her own, as is every woman’s desire. 
No wonder that his decision to give up studies 
at the call of Gandhiji shook the whole family. 
It broke his mother’s heart. His class-mates, 
school-fellows and teachers tried hard to 
dissuade him from this, but in vain. 


Thus the little poor orphan boy Lal Baha- 
dur Srivastava of Harischandra High School 
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threw away his worldly prospects and 
proceeded from poverty to greater poverty to 
serve the motherland. Among millions of 
followers of Gandhiji a greater sacrifice than 
that of poor Lal Bahadur has not so far been 
known. It is natural, therefore, that out of this 
spirit of sacrifice there blossomed out later on 
the finest flower of Gandhism on India’s soil. 
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CHAPTER V 
SRIVASTAVA BECOMES SHASTRI 


Lal Bahadur was only 16 years old when 
he left Harischandra High School. As he was 
young, he perhaps thought that the best way 
of serving his motherland was to join one of 
the processions of protest against the British 
rule. He was one of the first to be arrested by 
the police for defying the British while in such 
a protest-procession. But, to his surprise, the 
police let him off out of pity when they found 
him so young and fatherless, too. 


What was he to do now ? When Gandhiji 
asked students and teachers to boycott 
schools and colleges associated with the 
British Government, he had planned that they 
should start parallel national schools and 
national colleges, free of all contact with the 
British Government. As a result of the Non- 
cooperation movement launched by Gandhiji 
many national schools and colleges had been 
set up all over India. The most famous of them 
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was the Kashi Vidyapith at Varanasi, ‘Kashi’ 
being, as we all know, another naine of that 
holy city. 

Being very young, Lal Bahadur was not 
particularly suitable for non-cooperation work 
of any kind. He was, therefore, persuaded by 
friends and elders to continue his studies in 
the Kashi Vidyapith, till he was old enough 
for substantial social or political activities. 


KASHI VIDYAPITH 


It was fortunate for him, as well as for 
the nation, that Lal Bahadur readily agreed to 
this proposal. Kashi Vidy:pith was as effective 
a training ground for the Lal Bahadur of the 
future as the Harischandra High School had 
been. No college in India could boast of better 
staff. Its Principal Dr. Bhagwan Das was a 
famous and highly learned scholar and writer. 
He was a master of many languages and worte 
a book to show that all religions were essen- 
tially one and the same. Besides Dr. Bhagwan 
Das, famous and learned men like Acharya 
J. B. Kripalani, Acharya Narendra Dev, 
Dr. Sampurnananda and Sri Sriprakasa also 
taught there. 
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TRAINING OF THE PATRIOT 

It seems the poor orphan boy Lal Bahadur 
had been slowly, though unconsciously, 
preparing himself for the particular role he 
would play in India’s national life in the 
future. This would not have happened if he 
had not given up his studies at Harischandra 
High School. At this school, under the inspir- 
ing guidance of his teacher Nishkameswara 
Mishra, he was already full more of patriotic 
feelings than of scholarship. Even in his high 
school days, he had already formed the habit 
of avidly reading the daily newspapers, search- 
ing particularly for reports of the activities of 
the Indian National Congress and the speeches 
of leaders like Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Loka- 
manya Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Surendranath 
Banerjee and Bepin Chandra Pal. He seldom 
missed an important political meeting at 
Banaras, addressed by Lokamanya Tilak, 
Mahatma Gandhi or Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya. But the greatest influence on the 
young boy, as on millions of Indians of that 
generation, was Gandhiji. 

In 1915, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya 
invited Gandhiji to lay the foundation-stone of 
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the main building of the proposed Banaras Hindu 

University. Because of the purity of his life, 
scholarship, oratory,personal charm and selfless 
patriotism Malaviyaji had great influence not 
only on the common people of India but also 
on the big Rajas and Maharajas who had made 
liberal contributions towards Malaviyaji’s dream 
university. On this occasion, many Rajas and 
Maharajas had come, at the invitation of 
Malaviyaji, the Gaekwar of Baroda presiding 
over the function. Gandhiji had been invited 
as the chief guest. Among other things, 
Gandhiji spoke in disapproving terms of the 
way the Princes decorated their persons with 
necklaces and other jewellery of gold and 
diamonds while their subjects lived in poverty. 
Silk and jewellery, he said, were for women, 
not for men. He also dwelt on some of the 
evils of the British rule in India. 


The.distinguished invitees could not have 
even dreamt of such a daring speech. They 
began leaving the meeting-hall one by one. But 
Gandhiji was speaking nothing but the plain 
truth. He was speaking also for the common 
man of India. He stopped speaking only when 
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the chairman, the Gaekwar of Baroda, left the 
hall. 


An event like this, which created a 
sensation all over India, must have deeply 
impressed young Lal Bahadur who was present 
there. His regular reading of nationalist 
newspapers, the speeches of great leaders such 
as Malaviyaji, Tilik and Gandhiji, that he 
listened to and the reports he read of the 
acts of barbarous cruelty committed by the 
British tulers on the subject population, all 
combined to stir Lal Bahadur'’s passion for 


an irrevocable plunge into non-cooperation 
movement. 


At Kashi Vidyapith, apart from close perso- 
nal contacts with his great teachers described 
above, Lal Bahadur made excellent use also of 
the college library. He was a voracious reader 
from his childhood and he enriched his mind 
with all sorts of knowledge. The learned staff 
at the Vidyapith naturally stimulated his 
interest in this direction. The books he read 
covered a wide range of subjects. 


But the greatest influence on Lal Bahadur’s 
mind was that of the Principal, Dr. Bhagwan 
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Das. He was a man of the highest culture and 
would never speak ill of any one or hurt any- 
body’s feelings by word or deed. In spite of his 
vast learning he appeared as the simplest and 
the humblest of men. 


Later in life Lal Bahadur also was well 
known for his true humility. People, who 
quarrelled among themselves, loved Lal 
Bahadur equally well. He never hurt other 
people’s feelings even while he stuck to his 
high principles. He was respected by people of 
all communities, Hindus, Muslims, Christians 
and Sikhs. According to his own admission, he 
acquired this remarkable quality from the 
noble personal example of Dr. Bhagwan Das. 


To attend classes at Kashi Vidyapith Lal 
Bahadur had to walk fourteen miles or more, 
every day, as he did not have the means to live 
in the college hostel. Nor had he means 
enough to possess a bicycle. Despite these 
difficulties, he passed the Degree or Shastri 
examination of the Kashi Vidyapith in the 
first class. Now he could write his name as 
“Lal Bahadur Srivastava, Shastri’ as others 
would write. “So-and-so, B.A.” But by this 
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time young Lal Bahadur, true patriot that he 
was, had completely risen above all caste- 
feelings and was ashamed of his surname 
Srivastava, which indicated his caste and 
distinguished him from other castes. In his 
heart of hearts he was longing to be one with 
the Indian people as a whole, without any 
distinction. And so, out of Lal Bahadur Srivas- 
tava emerged Lal Bahadur Shastri, covering 
that surname with glory as a man and as 
a Prime Minister. 
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CHAPTER VI 


A SERVANT OF THE PEOPLE 


In all countries, there are people who give 
themselves entirely to the service of God and 
humanity and refuse to be entangled in family 
life. They devote all their time, energy and 
thought to God or to the service of their 
fellowmen. 

They often give up their home, wife and 
children and their worldly possessions for this 
purpose. Such people are known as monks or 
missionaries in Western countries and as 
sannyasis in India. The Buddha, Shankara- 
charya and Swami Vivekananda are among the 
great sinnyasis of India, who have influenced 
the world in many ways. 


Everywhere, society looks after such noble 
souls who have no homes of their own. The 
Christian missionaries are supported by their 
churches, out of funds contributed by the 
Christian communities. Vihauros were esta- 


blished by Rajas and rich people for the Buddha 
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and his followers. Later on maths or monasteries 
were established for Hindu sinnyosis. There 
are thousands of muths all over ‘India even 
today to look after the wandering sandhus and 
sSinnycsis. To the ancient maths first esta- 
blished on Indian soil, by the Buddha and 
Shankaracharya, new ones were added from 
time to time. The most famous of the modern 
muths are those of the Ramakrishna Mission, 
founded by Swami Vivekananda in the name 
of his great teacher, Ramakrishna Paramahansa. 

Hindu sannasis are dedicated to religious 
practices, like ;0g97, japa ‘meditation: or 
pilgrimage. They do not bother much about 
pe ple in society. To the Christian mission- 
aries, on the other hand, service to the people 
means service to God. During the last two 
hundred years they have set a noble example 
by setting up schools and hospitals for the 
benefit of the common man in India, as in other 
countries. They established the first printing 
press, printed the first book and brought out 
the first newspaper in each of the Indian 
language. 

In India, Buddhist vhiir:s and Hindu 
maths were also great centres of knowledge and 
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culture for many centuries. But is was under 
the inspiration of Christian missionaries that 
Swami Vivekananda founded the Ramkrishna 
Mission which has been admirably serving the 
Indian people for the last one hundred years 
or so. 

However, in the last century to many of 
our great leaders, Mother India became the 
only God. Not their own release (muktt) from 
life’s sufferings but the freedom of Mother India 
became their only dream in life. Bands of brave 
and intelligent young men were required to 
carry the message of this new religion of India’s 
freedom and progress in all directions. Thou- 
sands accepted it. But it was necessary that 
there should be a few who would completely 
dedicate to this patriotic mission. It was the great 
Gopal Krishna Gokhale who gave a concrete 
shape to this idea by founding the Servants of 
India Society. Its object was‘to train men, pre- 
pare to devote their lives to the service of the 
country in a religious spirit’, This Society 
continues to be highly respected all over the 
country and is doing good work in several fields 
of human needs. The Right Hon’ble V.S. Sri- 
nivasa Shastri, modern India’s greatest orator, 
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and Pandit Hriday Nath Kunzru, the wise 
statesman, have been among its Presidents. 
The next great Indian statesman to think 
along these lines was Lala Lajpat Rai. His 
dream was to build up a modernised India. 
He was among the first few Indians to check 
the flow of Indian money into foreign lands 
through foreign banks and insurance companies. 
He could check this flow by establishing Indian 
banks and Indian insurance companies. He too 
felt the crying need of maintaining a band of 
‘nationalist missionaries’ who would be full- 
time workers in the various fields of India’s 
national life. He accordingly founded a society 
called the Servants of the People Society. 


It was not for nothing that Lala Lajpat 
Rai was called the ‘Lion of the Punjab’, 
although there are no lions in the Punjab. The 
first man to be known as the Lion of the 
Punjab was Maharaja Ranjit Singh, firstly 
because he had ‘Singh’ as his sutname which 
means ‘lion’ and, secondly, because he was a 
real lion in the battle-field. He established and 
ruled over a vast empire, though he was born 
the son of only a petty zamindar in the 
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Punjab. His Sikh empire comprised the whole 
of the Punjab, Kashmir and most of what is 
now West Pakistan. Even the British dared 
not touch Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s territories. 
This first Lion of the Punjab had many 
Europeans in his employ. Unfortunately, this 
empire, the only one established by the Sikhs, 
vanished soon after the ‘Lion’ died. 


The next Lion of the Punjab was Lala 
Lajpat Rai. Although he did not rule over any 
empire like Ranjit Singh, he was doubtless the 
uncrowned king of the people of the Punjab 
and was thus, like a lion, a terror to the British 
rulers. Hence, the British rulers kept him 
away from India for many years. He returned 
to India from a long exile in foreign lands 
in 1920, when he was immediately elected 
President of the Indian National Congress. It 
was during Lala Lajpat Rai’s Presidentship that 
the Congress decided to launch the non- 
cooperation movement proposed by Gandhiji. 


Lalaji founded the Servants of the People 
Society in 1926. That year Lal Bahadur Sri- 
vastava graduated from Kashi Vidyapith. The 
Lion of the Punjab was looking for suitable 
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young men, whom he would leave behind as his 
worthy cubs. Lal Bahadur was then compara- 
tively unknown and incredibly poor.May be,he 
was looking for a job, so that he could improve 
the worldly conditions of his ageing mother and 
unmarried sisters. Destiny now placed in his 
hands the job that was most suitable for him, 
a job that would one day carry him to the high- 
est otfice in the country. No other job could 
have bestowed on him this great reward. 


Most probably.on the recommendations of 
the teachers of Kashi Vidyapith Lalaji selected 
Lal Bahadur to be a member of his Servants 
of the People Society in 1927. Lalaji was so 
impressed with Lal Bahadur’s character and 
ability that he gladly made him a life-member 
of his Society the very next year. Lal Bahadur 
now receiveda salary of Rs.60 per month. Per- 
haps, he had never before seen so much money 
all at a time. This made his old mother 
Ramdulari very happy. To give her the dignity 
of a separate home, relieve her of the house- 
hold drudgery and thus make the last few years 
of her life comfortable, Lal Bahadur agreed even 
to marry. He was married in 1928 to Lalita 
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Devi of Mirzapur. She was an orphan. But 
perhaps her brothers agreed to give her in 
marriage to the indigent Lal Bahadur because 
he had already earned a high reputation as a 
young man of spotless character and he wasa 
life-member of great Lala Lajpat Rai’s Society, 
which was a great honour in itself. 


But marriage made no difference to Lal 
Bahadur, whatever it may do to other people. 
From 1928 to 1947, the first nineteen years of 
his married life, Lal Bahadur had no home in 
the proper sense. Of these nineteen years, he 
Spent nearly ten years in jail as he was always 
in the front line of our freedom-struggle. When 
he was out of j3il, he was too engrossed in 
public activitiesto think of his family seriously. 
Away from the comforts of her father’s house, 
Lalita Devi found herself in the midst of grind- 
ing poverty by marrying this un worldly patriot 
whose one thought was his country and nation. 
It was while Lal Bahadur was in jail that one 
of his daughters died for lack of proper medical 
attention. His eldest son was down with 
typhoid when he was in Naini Jail. The 
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Superintendent of the jail, who liked and 
respected Lal Bahadur and had much faith in 


[ Lal Bahadur and Lalite Shastri] 


his honesty, was prepared to permit him to go 
home till his boy fully recovered, but his only 


42 


condition was that Lal Bahadur should give in 
writing that, while out of prison, he would not 
take part in the activities of the Indian National 


Congress. This Lal Bahadur refused to do, no 
matter what happened to his child. He could 


not dishonour his life’s ideal in any event. At 
last, the Superintendent let him off for a week 
without any condition. What happened at the 
end of that week’s freedom has been described 
in the first chapter. In those most difficult 
days, young Lalita Devi, instead of enjoying the 
first years of married life, had always to worry 
about the next meal for her family. At times 
she had not more than two rupees and fifty 


paise for the family’s expenses for a whole 
month. 


Lal Bahadur was a good prisoner just as he 
was a good servant of the people. In fact he 


seems never to have forgotten, wheather as a 
social worker among lowly Harijans or asa 


front-line soldier in the freedom-fight or asa 
Minister or even as the Prime Minister of 
India, that he was only a servant of the people. 

While his fellow-prisoners often behaved 
rudely towards the jail officers for their denying 


the prisoners some minor facilities, Lal Bahadur 
gladly surrendered whatever comtorts to which 
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he himself was entitled, to be enjoyed by them. 
The jail rules allowed, for instance, to prison- 
ers to share one lantern. But Lal Bahadur 
allowed the other man to have the lantern all 
to himself and carried on his studies in the 
flickering light of an improvised earthen lamp. 
Even when he was an A or B class prisoner, 
which entitled him to many comforts, he would 
willingly live like the C class prisoners. When 
his fellow Congress workers quarrelled among 
themselves in the jail over petty things, it was 
Lal Bahadur who quietened them and advised 
them to behave better and with greater dignity. 


After leaving Kashi Vidyapith, Lal Bahadur, 
though a voracious reader, had got little time to 
read books. He moved ceaselessly from one 
activity to another. Hence, his prison years were 
indeed a great blessing ‘in disguise to him. It 
was in jail thet he could once ag in read what 
he wanted toand what was So necessary for 
his public career. In jail he lived a disciplined 
life, not wasting a single moment lazily or in 
mere gossip. He divided his day between study, 
exercise, rest, meditation, and strictly followed 
his self-made routine. 
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The branch office of the Servants of the 
People Society for the province of Uttar Pradesh 
was situated in Allahabad. Since he became 


a member of the Society, Allahabad, and not 
Varanasi, became the centre of Lal Bahadur’s 


activities. That is how Lal Bahadur came in 
close touch with the Nehrus, Allahabad being 


their home-city. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was 
deeply impressed with the sincerity and 


charming humility of Lal Bahadur among the 
thousands of public workers with whom he 
came in close contact. However, Lal Bahadur 


was the last man to aspire after office. He was 
perfectly satisfied as an ordinary worker. He 


knew only how to do efficiently a particular job: 
entrusted to him. He did not seek any position 
in the Congress organisation. But great that 
Jawaharlal was, he alone could see the unusual 
qualities in the meek and unambitious Lal 
Bahadur. And it was he who took Shastri,step 
by step, up the ladder of glory. It was due to 


Jawaharlal that Shastri first became a 
member of the Allahabad Municipality, 


later Secretary of the Allahabad District 
Congress Committee, Secretary of the 
Uttar Pradesh Provincial Congress and then 
the General Secretary of the All-India National 
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Congress when Jawaharlal Nehru himself 
became its President. Lal Bahadur also became 
a inember of the Uttar Pradesh Legislative 
Assembly and Parliamentary Secretary to 
Chief Minister Govind Ballabh Pant. 


The offices he held in the Congress orga- 
nisation and in the Government in Uttar 
Pradesh gradually prepared Lal Bahadur for 
bigger jobs in New Delhi. While occupying 
these and the other big positions that were 
awaiting him, Lal Bahadur was never anything 
but a sincere servant of the people. 
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CHAPTER VII 


THE DEVOTED SERVANT MAKES A GOOD 
MASTER 


Till Gandhiji took a leading part in the 
work of the Indian National Congress, its 
activities consisted mostly of petitions and 
appeals to the British Government for granting 
Indians a larger share in the administration. 
No one ever thought of the complete 
independence of India. Impatient young men 
in Bengal, the Punjab and Maharashtra were, 
of course, dreaming of driving the British out 
of India by an armed conflict. All that they 
could do, however, was to shoot a few British 
officials here and there. But that could not 
shake the strong foundation of the British 
hold in India. 

However, the entry of Gandhiji into the 
Congress arena after his return from South 
Africa brought about a great change. Instead of 
rejuests and appeals, Congress no w resorted to 
veritable war against the British, though on 
non-violent lines. From petitions and 
resolutions Congress now launched a vast mass 


Digitized by srujanika@ gmail.com 


47 


struggle to force the Government to come te 
terms with the Indian people. A ruler cannot 
continue for long if he does not care for what 
the people think and feel about his rule. 


The first step in the war waged by a poor, 
illiterate and unarmed people against a power- 
ful empire was Gandhiji’s Non-cooperation 
movement. Considering our weak position at 
that time, an armed fight with the British was 
impossible. Gandhiji’s way was the only course 
left to us to express our resentment against the 
British Government. 


We have, however, to distinguish between 
the British Government and the British 
people. It was Gandhiji who, of all the 
world-leaders in modern times, emphasised this 
difference. He had great love and respect for 
the English culture, the English people and 
the English language and literature. He had 
innumerable friends and admirers among the 
British, such as C. F. Andrews and cthers. He 
was admired all over the world for the 
excellent English he spol:e and wrote. Even 
Englishmen thought that it was Gandhiji’s 
: English which reminded them otf the purity of 
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style of the Bible more than the writing of 
any Englishman of letters. 

But Gandhiji did not approve of many 
things that the British Government did in India. 
He did not believe that any nation had any 
justification to rule over another nation against 
the latter’s will and pleasure. He was of 
the opinion that self-government, however 
inefficient, was better than any government 
by foreigners. In the beginning he did not 
want India to be completely free, having no 
connection with England. He said that India 
might continue its link with the British empire 
if she was treated as an equal in all respects 
with other countries of the empire, like Canada 
or Australia. But the British Government, 
intoxicated with the spirit of imperialism, did 
not listen to the wise counsel of Gandhiji. They 
were afraid that losing India was as good as 
losing the empire, which, of course, was very 
true. 

THE THREE STAGES 
The non-violent war that the Indian people 
carried on against the British Government, 
under the generalship of Gandhiiji, slowly met 
with success through three gradual stages. 
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The first step was the Non-cooperation 
movement of 1921. It did not, of course, achieve 
independence for India, as was expected. 
Nevertheless, it did produce one good result. 
After nearly a thousand years of slavery, it 
kindled in the hearts of India’s sleeping 
millions the glowing fire of political freedom. 

And while that fire was dying out,Gandhiji 
started in 1930 the salt sotyagroahz. It roused 
India’s apathetic masses to make an assault on 
the strong fortress of British administration in 
India. The Salt Act enforced by the British 
was most unjust and unreasonable. India is 
surrounded by the sea on three sides. So,she had 
been making salt from the beginning of civili- 
zation out of the sea-water. She has excellent 
inland salt-mines also. But the British rulers 
stopped Indians from making their own salt and 
made them buy the salt imported from England. 
Gandhiji was perfectly right in asking his people 
to break this law openly as it was the very 
symbolof India’s slavery under a foreign power. 
The whole world watched this unique salt- 
war in India in the course of which famous 
Indians, like Gandhiji, Nehru and Sarojini 
Naidu, were thrown into prison along with 
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thousands of peasants, artisans and women 
from cottages and palaces, in many cases with 
babies in their arms. This wonderful struggle 
had the desired effect on the rulers. In the 
Government of India Act, 1935, the British 
authorities granted at last substantial power to 
Indians in the matter of administration of their 
own land. Therefore, in 1936, the Congress 
agreed to work out the provisions of this Act 
and formed ministries in most of the provinces. 


After about three years, the Second World 
War broke out. It was between England and 
Germany at the outset, as in the case of the 
First World War, but gradually most of the 
nations of the world got involved in it. The 
Indian leaders and people disliked Hitler, the 
German dictator and his uncivilized ways, and 
would have gladly helped England in her dis- 
tress as they had done during the First World 
War. But grown wiser with their past 
experience in the First World War, the Indian 
leaders rightly demanded this time that India 
could not be forced to help the foreign rulers 
as a subject nation but would help them only 
as a friend, enjoying the full status of a free 
nation. 
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But the British Government under the 
Prime Ministership of Winston Churchill did 
not care to pay any heed to this rightful demand 
of the Indian leaders. So, in 1942, the Congress 
under Gandhiji’s leadership began the third 
phase of the non-violent war against British 
rule. It is known as the ‘Quit India’ movement. 
As a consequence, all the top Congress leaders, 
including Gandhiji, were put in prison by the 
British Government. Yet patriots who remained 
outside could hinder the British wor-effort in 
India quite successfully. 


ROLE AS A SOLDIER AND ORGANISER 


Lal Bahadur was an active soldier during 
all the three phases of the Gandhian war. He 
left Harischandra High School of Varanasi 
to join the Non-cooperation movement of 
Gandhiji. He was one of the ablest captains in 
the salt-war of 1930 as well as in the Quit India 
movement of 1942,at any ratein Uttar Pradesh. 
In between these events he was in and out of 
jail for nearly twenty years, like the Nehrus 
and thousandsof others who sacrificed their all 
for our dear motherland. It so happened that, 
at times, all members of the Nehru family 
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were in jail except little Indira, Jawaharlalji's 
daughter. At Anand Bhawan, the famous house 
of the Nehrus at Allahabad, Lal Bahadur was 
Indira’s sole playmate. 

If Lal Bahadur was admired by allas a 
worker and soldier in the struggle, he was no 
less reputed also as an organiser or admini- 
Strator. 

It was really due to his remarkable orga- 
nisational ability that he slowly rose from the 
ranks of a common worker of the Congress 
Party to be the District Secretary, and then 
Secretary of the Congress organisation in Uttar 
Pradesh, the biggest State in India. In the grand 
victory of the Congress Party in that State in 
the general elections of 1936, Lal Bahadur, then 
only 32 years old, shared high credit with 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Purushottamdas Tandon. 
Inthe general elections of 1945, the Congress 
victory in Uttar Pradesh was entirely due to 
Lal Bahadur who by that time had risen to be 
the Secretary of the Congress Parliamentary 
Board in that State. As such, he was also given 
the sole credit for Congress victories all over 
India in the general elections of 1950 and 1952. 
Then he had moved from Allahabad to New 
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Delhi and became General Secretary of the All- 
India Congress Committee. 


THE ABLE ADMINISTRATOR 


To his experiences as a worker, soldier and 
organiser, Lal Bahadur slowly added those of 
anadministrat ~r. In 1945, Govind Billabh Pant, 
‘Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, took him 
as his Parliamentary Secretary as he had 
already been highly impressed by the meek and 
mild-looking Lal Bahadur’s capacity for legis- 
lative work ot the highest order. In 1936, the 
Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee had appoin- 
ted a sub-committee to prepare a report on land- 
reforms. Lal Bahadur was its Secretary. The 
whole report was written by him. He had care- 
fully studied heaps of old Government documents 
on the subject and spent sleepless nights in 
preparing the final report. And it was such a 
masterly report that it took not the Congress 
leaders only, but even the experienced I. C. 5. 
officers by surprise. The Government of Uttar 
Pradesh carried out land-reforms mainly on the 
basis of Shastri’s report. 


In 1947, after India had attaine 1 inde} end- 
ence, Lal Bahadur, then only 43 years o: age, 
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became for the first time a Minister in Uttar 
Pradesh. He was given the difficult portfolios 
of Police and Transport and in both the Depart- 
ments he brought about significant reformsin a 
short time. 


He it taken to have been the only Police 
Minister in tree India who continued to be as 
popular with the people as before. without 
affecting the efficiency of the police. He 
even introduced an element of humour in police 
administration. In 1949, there was a cricket 
match in Kanpur. Shastriji was very fond of 
games, like tennis and cricket, as mentioned 
earlier. He was witnessing the match at Kanpur, 
when students behaved in an unruly manner 
near the ladies’ enclosure. As the police took 
adequate preventive measures, there was greater 
disturbance. At last, Lal Bahadur came to the 
Scene and pacified the students by saying that 
from the following day there wouldbeno sign of 
the ‘lal pugree’, which meant ‘the police’, on 
the match grounds. The students became. 
furiously rowdy the tollowing day when they 
found a larger number of policemen, than ever 
before. They complained to Shastriji that he 
had gone back on his word. Shastrijiimmediately 
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replied with a smile that he had been true to: 
his promise,as there was notasingle ‘lal pugree’ 
to be seen anywhere. In fact he had replaced 
overnight the ‘lal pugrees’ or red turbans by 
pugrees cf khaki. The boys brokeinto a hearty 
laugh at the Police Minister’s high sense of 
humour. 


WELFARE OF THIRD CLASS RAILWAY 
PASSENGERS 


As Minister of Transport, it was Lal 
Bahadur who first introduced the state-buses 
in India and that too with female conductors. 
With such a creditable record in Uttar Pradesh, 
he was made Minister of Railways and Trans- 
port of the Government of India in 1952. 
Here also he brought about sweeping reforms 
in a short time. The Indian Railways had been 
hit hard as a result of the partition of India. 
He faced the situation boldly and thoroughly 
reorganised the entire Indian railway system 
to bring it back to its former efficiency. The 
present division of the Indian Railways into 
the Northern, the Central, the South-Eastern, 
the Southern, the Western Railways, etc., 
was made by Shastri. This he did for greater 
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efficiency in the running of the railways. But 
he will be best remembered for the steps he 
took for improving the lot of third class 
passengers. 

Fifty years back, Gandhiji, a barrister and 
used to first class travel, toured India in third 
class compartments. No other Indian leader 
had done this before. And he was horrified to 
see the miserable conditions in which the 
common man of India had to travel. He was 
the first man to bring this matter to the notice 
of the British authorities. He argued that since 
the best part of the railways’ profits came from 
third class passengers, it was highly unfair to 
treat them like cattle while the few first class 
passengers, who were mostly Englishmen, had 
all the home-comforts even while travelling. 

It was left to Lal Bahadur as the Railway 
Minister of free India to give shape at last to 
the Mahatma’s wishes to ensure minimum 
human comforts to third class passengers. Now 
a third class passenger can travel under electric 
fans, have his food served in his compartment, 
avail himself of a sleeping berth and enjoy 
excellent toilet facilities. For this, all whotravel 
in third class in India, now must thank Lal 
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Bahadur Shastri, who knew so well personally, 
like Gandhiji, the miserable lot of third class 
passengers. 

HE RESIGNS 


Lal Bahadur brought about many more 
important changes in the administration of the 
railways. But the serious dislocation of the 
railways caused by the partition could not be 
made good so soon. There were a few serious 
railway accidents during his time, including. 
one at Ariyalur in South India in 1956, in 
which 145 people lost their lives. Nobody can 
say that the Railway Minister was in any way 
responsible for this sad occurrence. To the 
sensitive Lal Bahadur, however, this was a great 
blow. He took all the blame on himself and 
refused to continue as Railway Minister any 
longer. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the Prime 
Minister, accepted his resignation most 
unwillingly. 

During the debate on the Ariyalur accident 
in the Lok Sabha, Pandit Nehru spoke of Lal 
Bahadur’s greatness as a man, worker and 
Minister in these glowing terms : 

“TI should like to say that it has been, not 
only in the Government Lkut in the Congress, 
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my good fortune and privilege to have him 
{Lal Bahadur) as a comrade and colleague. And 
no man can wish for a better comrade and a 
better colleague in any undertaking. He is a 
man of the highest integrity and loyalty, devo- 
ted to ideals, a man of conscience and a man of 
hard work. We can expect no better. And it 
is because he is such a man of conscience that 
he has felt so deeply whenever there is any 
failing in the work entrusted to his charge. I 
have the highest regard for him and I am quite 
sure that, in one capacity or another, we shall 
be comrades in future and will work together.” 


So great and keen was Shastriji’s sense of 
honesty and integrity that when he came out 
‘of Parliament House after resigning his office 
as Minister of Railways, he refused to drive in 
the off cial car waiting for him and went to his 
residence in a bus, since by that time he had 
already ceased to be a Minister. 

There is another incident that took place 
when he was Minister of Railways which 
speaks of his greatness. 


Lal Bahadur was on an o ticial visit to Agra 
as Minister of Railways. His old mother 
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Lal Bahadur and his mother Randulari Devi. 
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Ramdulari Devi was then in Agra. The mother 
and the son had not met for a long time. When 
she came to know of her son’s visit, she ran to 
the railway station to see him. But there was 
a vast crowd and she could not find her son 
there. Therefore, the simple, 80-year old village 
woman started enquiring of railway officials 
about her son. One officer took some interest 
in her and asked whom she was searching for. 
She said, ‘‘I wish to see my son.” 


“What is your son, please ?’ 


“He is working in the railways, I am told. 
I have not seen him for a long time. Please 
help me. I am told he is here now in this 
station.” 


The officer thought the old woman to be a 
little crazy. Anyway, he had no time to search 
for the crazy old lady’s son in that vast crowd. 
He, however, ordered a constable to help her. 
The constable took hold of the old woman's 
hand and asked her the name of her son and 
what post he held in the railways. The inno- 
cent old lady cried out, “‘I cannct say what 
exactly he is doing in the railways. His name 
is Lal Bahadur. Do you know him ? Can you 
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take me to him ?” The constable did not know 
what to do when he heard the name of the 
Railway Minister. He thought it best to take 
back the old lady to the officer who had asked 
him to help her. He was then in a room where 
Lal Bahadur was holding a conference. When 
Lal Bahadur saw his old mother, he atonce left 
his chair, respectfully bowed at her feet in the 
presence of all the high officers and made fond 
enquiries of her and the other members of the 
family. 
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THE LITTLE GANDHI 


Lal Bahadur never ceased to be a sincere 
follower of Gandhiji, either in his personal life 
or as the Minister of Railways or while occupy- 
ing still higher offices, subsequently. He 
was humble and believed in ceaseless work 
without caring for rewards or recognition. He 
bore no ill-will to anybody, lived a plain 
simple life and made his family live likewise. 
He was respected by all for his great honesty in 
the midst of utter poverty. In all these he 
was but a reflection of the great Mahatma. He 
built the foundation of his life on the precepts 
and the personal example of Gandhiji. He 
wrote, ‘‘Gandhiji’'s strict adherence to and 
propagation of the principles of truth and 
non-violence had a very great effect on me. 
The more I grew in age and experience, the 
greater I felt the need for those principles for 
the salvation of the world. By his own example 
he created in me the desire to rise purely on 
merit and good work.” 
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If in the eyes of millions of Indians a 
Gujarati barrister named Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi was nothing less than a maohoatma 
(great soul), it was because he was a leader who 
for the first time spoke, lived and worked for 
the common man. Gandhiji waged war against 
the British Government not for his or his 
followers’ benefit, as in the case of leader’s of 
similar movements in other countries. He 
sincerely believed that only after the exit of 
the foreign rulers, could every Indian hope to 
get two square meals a day. Moreover, Gandhuiji, 
unlike the leaders of other countries, strictly 
adhered to truth and non-violence. 


Shastriji practised these Gandhian principles 
not only as a Congress worker but even when 
he occupied high office. He was respected by all 
because he was thoroughly unselfish and honest 
in his personal life and could solve complicated 
national problems because he was ready 
for compromises. His third great quality was 
that, like Gandhiji, he always thought from 
the angle of the peasant or the worker. And 
lastly, he worked hard for the success of all his 
undertakings. 
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Shastriji became India’s Minister of Rail- 
ways after the first general elections in 1951. 
We have seen in the previous chapter in what 
circumstances he resigned from that otfice. In 
the second general elections of 1957 he was 
elected to the Lok Sabha from his old 
constituency of Allahabad in Uttar Pradesh. 
Pandit Nehru, the Prime Minister, again 
included him in his Cabinet. This time his most 
notable record was as India’s Home Minister 
although he made a mark as Minister of 
Commerce and Industries also. In every position 
of responsibility that Shastriji held, he was 
noted for his hard work and original approach. 
As soon as he became Minister of any 
Department, he studied its problems carefully 
during the first few days. After he had a 
thorough grasp of things of the Department 
concerned, he carried on discussions with the 
officers in the Department, listening to their 
views with great respect but sticking to his own 
decisions. He used to clear his table of all the 
accumulated files everyday before leaving 
office. Despite this heavy load of work he was 
always courteous to all, like Nehru. It is said 
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that he was the only Union Minister who never 
forgot to say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ even to 
the phone-girls. 


As Minister of Commerce and Industries, 
Shastriji encouraged the owners of big factories 
and industrial plants to increase production so 
that there would be no need to import foreign 
goods. During his ministership India’s industrial 
production showed a steep rise. He set up a 
Heivy Engineering Corporation for India with 
the combined help of Soviet Russia and Czecho- 
slovakia. This Corporation has established the 
Heavy Machine Factory at Ranchi. The 
Government-sponsored Indo-Japanese Watch 
Factory at Bangalore was able to put its cheap 
but excellent watches on the market during 
his tenure. The Heavy Electricals Ltd. at 
Bhopal also started production, thanks to his 
encouragement. 


But Shastriji showed himself as the true 
leader of the common man by planning to 
combine agriculture and industry in the villages 
so that the nation would have more food while 
the peasant would be better off economically 
through both agriculture and industry. He 
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expected that increase in agricultural produc- 
tion would provide more food to thenation ,and 
the industry, instead of remaining confined to 
cities, would extend to the villages. This would 
put into the hand of the peasant more and 
more money which he needed so badly. He 
desired that both agriculture and the age-old 
crafts in India’s fifty million villages, now 
called the small-scale industries, should be run 
on modern lines. This, Shastriji termed as 
agro-industry. Although he had to leave this 
work soon to become Home Minister, his agro- 
industrial ideas have had far-reaching impacts 
on the villages of India. 


But it was as Home Minister that Shastriji’s 
achievements drew universal approbation just 
like his innovations as Minister of Railways, 
previously. 


It is unfortunate that after India became 
free, Indians,instead of working unitedly as one 
nation for the all-round development of the 
motherland, were widely divided among them- 
selves over languages,castes and border-disputes 
between different States. When ugly and 
critical situations developed,Shastriji, as Home 
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Minister, acted as a miraculous healer of 
wounds. Although a Hindi-speaking man 
himself, he boldly introduced the Official 
Languages Bill in the Lok Sabha. This Bill 
provided that English should continue to be 
used along with Hindi as the official language 
of India even after January 1965, when 
according to the Indian Constitution Hindi was 
to have become the sole official language of 


India. 


He firmly dealt with the anti-Hindi 
agitation in certain areas which contemplated 
secession from the Indian Union on the Hindi 
issue. He made any such move a serious crime 
calling for heavy punishment. The fast by the 
Sikh leader Master Tara Singh failed to shake 
him. He appointed a high-power committee to 
enquire into his allegations of injustice done to 
the Sikh community in the Punjab. The 
committee found the charges to be without 
any substance at all. 

In the meantime, India’s relationship with 
her neighbours was taking a bad turn. Shastriji, 
as Home Minister, revived warm friendship 
with all our neighbours, like Nepal, Ceylon, 
Burma and Afghanistan, by personal visits to 
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those countries or by meeting their leaders at 
Delhi or other places. He made amicable settle- 
ments with many countries on all the 
outstanding issues, without allowing India’s 
honour or interests to suffer. 

It was Shastriji who set up two important 
committees. One of them was the Santhanam 
Committee to investigate the menacing problem 
of corruption in the administration and to 
suggest remedies. The other was the National 
Integration Council which was brought into 
being to prevent recurrence of ugly internal 
conflicts in India and to devise ways and means 
for ensuring greater unity and mnmational 
consciousness among the people. 

The valuable report of the Santhanam 
Committee is slowly being given effect to by 
the Government of India and the National 
Integration Council also is being revived. 

VALUES OF DEMOCRACY 

In 1962, India was most unfairly attacked 
by China. It is said that the Chinese army left 
Indian soil of its own accord because it was 
surprised at the tremendous united and 
patriotic opposition from India which they had 
not expected. 
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Anyway, even if the Chinese vacated the 
territories they had occupied in India, the 
attack itself revealed defects in our own admi- 
nistration and defence organisation. 


At about this time the Congress, the 
political party that had ruled the country for 
about twenty years since independence and 
has easily won two general elections, suffered 
defeat in several by-elections even in the very 
home-states of Nehru and Gandhi. The 
Congress Party and Congress Government 
became unpopular in several states on account 
of rising prices, for corrupt and inetticient 
administration and for irresponsible conduct 
of Ministers and party-men. 


It is this prevailing discontent among people 
that found expression in the surprising 
Congress defeats at the elections. This,however, 
is the most valuable feature of parliamentary 
democracy, and is not possible in any other 
system of government. It is only in a democracy 
that the ruling party can be forced to behave 
better. In a democracy no party or person can 
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hope to remain long in power, if it fails to work 
for the benefit of the people or of the country 
as a whole. In democratic India, every politi- 
cian has to face the common man and is 
answerable to him for his conduct during the 
five-year term for which he had been elected. 
Elections in India have always engaged world 
attention and world admiration, for the simple 
fact that the Indian voter has not hesitated to 
topple down powerful Ministers and Chief 
Ministers through the ballot-box. 


Now that the shortcomings and mistakes 
of the ruling Congress party began to come to 
the surface after about twenty years of its 
administration, the party began a process of 
self-questioning. The Congress was deter- 
mined to set its own house in order. And that 
brings us to the important annual session of 
the Indian National Congress held for the first 
time in the historic State of Orissa, at its 
capital Bhubaneswar, in 1964. 
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THE SOCIALIST AT BHUBANESWAR 


The leaders of the Congress felt that the 
fast-growing unpopularity of their party was 
mostly due to the fact that their important 
members were occupying high office as Chief 
Ministers, Cabinet Ministers and Deputy Mini- 
sters both at the Centre as well as in the 
States. Only second-rate persons were left to 
maintain contact with the masses. Persons of 
the front rank were exclusively busy with 
administrative matters. They were practically 
out of touch with the masses for years. Those 
who were not lucky enough to hold high office 
grew resentful and jealous. 


THE KAMARAJ PLAN 


Shri K. Kamaraj, the then Congress Chief 
Minister of the Madras State, submitted a 
proposal for reorganising the Congress. It is 
known asthe Kamaraj Plan after hisname. He 
suggested that the big Congress leaders should 
give up their office for some time by turns and 
do field-work among the masses. Some of the 
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Ministers at the Centre and in the States 
should volunteer for organisational work of 
the party. 

The first man to respond to this call was 
Lal Bahadur Shastri, although with his glori- 
ous record as Minister of Railways, Commerce 
and Industries, and particularly as Home 
Minister, he was very much liked and admired 
by Pandit Nehru, the Prime Minister and the 
nation as a whole. In all, six Chief Ministers 
from different States and six Ministers of the 
Central Cabinet resigned. Among them was Lal 
Bahadur who pressed Pandit Nehru to accept 
his resignation although it was well known 
that he was Nehru’s most trusted colleague. 


Nehru, in the meantime, had been slowly 
losing his youthful vigour. He was now 74 
years old. Friends requested him to take rest. 
But he hated idleness and mantully carried on 
the heavy burden of running the largest 
democracy in the world. The great ageing 
leader, however, needed the intelligent and 
energetic assistance of a younger man. In his 
Cabinet he now missed the presence of the 
evertrustworthy Lal Bahadur who had given 
up office in response to the Kamaraj Plan. 
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It was under such circumstances that the 
Indian National Congress held its important 
annual session at Bhubaneswar. 


NEHRU’S ILLNESS 


It is well known that for the last forty 
years or so the Congress really meant either 
Gandhiji or Jawaharlal Nehru. Till his death 
Gandhiji alone was the Congress. Vast crowds 
from all parts of India came to attend the 
annual session of the Congress wherever it was 
held, mostly to see and hear Gandhiji. After the 
Mahatma passed away Nehru was the centre 
of attraction. But at the Bhubaneswar session 
something sad and unusual happened. Nehru 
was not often seen at the dais of the Congress 
though he was present at Bhubaneswar. The 
fact is, he was already in poor health when he 
left New Delhi for Bhubaneswar to attend the 
session. He had to break his journey to lay the 
foundation-stone of the Tikkerpara Dam at the 
picturesque Satkosia gorge of the Mahanadi. 
While going down the long flight of steps to 
lay the foundation-stone, he suddenly got what 
is called a stroke. Due to this stroke some parts 
of his body lost the power of movement. He 
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was hurriedly taken to the Raj Bhawan at 
Bhubaneswar. His personal physicians were 
quickly flown from New Delhi and thanks to 
his own strong physical and mental power, he 
was back at his desk barely a month after the 
stroke. 


WHAT IS SOCIALISM 


Although Nehru could not actively parti- 
cipate in it, the Bhubaneswar session of the 
Congress, presided over by Kamaraj, became 
famous for its ‘socialist resolution’. It was 
moved and piloted by no other Congress leader 
than our Lal Bahadur Shastri. 

The word ‘socialist’ or ‘socialism’ needs 
some explanation. A system of government 
that favours rich people is called a capitalist 
system. The system opposite to capitalism is 
communism, in which everything belongs not 
to any private person but to the State as a 
whole. 

Thoughtful people have felt it wise to 
follow a middle path and call it socialism. 
Under socialism the benefits of government 
should goto thecommon man in society, rather 
than to any particular class. And this should be 
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brought about through parliamentary processes, 
not through force or violence. Thus the India 
of Nehru abolished the age-old class of Rajas, 
Maharajasand Zamindarsin a soothing manner, 
through discussions after making adequate 
provisions for the deprived ones and their 
dependants. Nehru wanted that just as huge 
estates belonging to Rajas and Zamindars had 
become the common property of the Indian 
Government and people through parliamentary 
processes, so also the vast wealth of the indu- 
strialists should be shared by the common man 
in India. Therefore, he thought that the policies 
of the Government of India should be socia~- 
listicc Henceforth nobody could enjoy any 
special privilege or opportunity in India. Ina 
socialistic state the gap between the rich and 
the poor narrows down to a reasonable extent, 
and opportunities to rise through hard labour 
and merit are open to all. 


It was significant that of all the top leaders: 
of the Congress Party, Lal Bahadur Shastri 
should have been selected to move this famous 
‘socialist resolution’ at its Bhubaneswar session. 
For, in his heart of hearts he was a genuine. 
socialist, though purely in Gandhian ways. 
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He always looked at things from the common 
man’s point of view. While moving the resolu- 
tion, he said : 


“India needs socialism in action. What we 
do for out masses to make them self-sufficient 
in regard to food, clothing, shelter, medical aid 
and employment is the important thing. The 
more we can do to bring these things to these 
people, the nearer we would be to the goal of 
socialism. The wide gap between the poor and 
the rich has to be removed. The standard of 
living of the common man must be raised. It is 
in this c ntext that this resolution has to be 
viewed and suitable measures taken.” 


The 3,000-word resolution that Shastriji 
moved at the Bhubaneswar Congress laid stress 
on reducing the vast disparities in our society in 
income and wealth, and aimed at making India 
a truly socialist State through parliamentary 
processes, so that every citizen had the 
minimum requirements of food, clothing, 
nursing, education and health. 


NEHRU PASSES AWAY 


The Congress session at Bhubaneswar closed 
on January 10, 1964. Pandit Nehru was flown 
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back to New Delhi. India was happy to know 
after a few days that he had recovered and 
was looking into important files at home. But 
he certainly needed some trusted younger man 
to share his heavy burdens. Therefore, on 
November 22, 1963, of all the important 
Congress leaders who had gone out of office 
under the Kamaraj Plan, Lal Bahadur was called 
back into the Central Cabinet. It is said that 
when Lal Bahadur met Nehru, he asked him, 
“What work do you want me to do ?” Nehru 
replied, “My work.” Shastriji was appointed 
Minister without portfolio to deal with papers 
which came to the Prime Minister. 


Gradually Pandit Nehru got better and 
arrangements were made for his participation 
in the Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ 
Conference in London. On May 26, when Pandit 
Nehru was returning to New Delhi from a 
quiet holiday at Dehra Dun and was driving 
home from the airport with Lal Bahadur by his 
side, he asked that the latter also should keep 
himself ready to go with him to London. It 
was clear now, to many in close touch with 


Nehru, that he wished Lal Bahadur to succeed 
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him as the Prime Minister of India. But 
although Pandit,i had cheerfully declared at a 
press conference five days earlier that, ‘‘My 
lifetimeis not ending soon,” the great leader 
passed away on May 27, plunging the whole 
nation into utter grief and despair. 
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CHAPTER X 
A GREAT LEADER OF PEACE 


Long before Pandit Nehru’s death, people 
in India and abroad had been asking, “After 
Nehru, who ?”’ And there was no clear answer. 
For, among the leaders of the Congress Party, 
who were considered worthy to step into the 
shoes of Nehru, not one had his great qualities 
of head and heart or his giant stature in the 
field of international politics. The whole world 
had listened with respect to whatever Nehru 
said. The most trusted disciple of the great 
Mahatma, he stood for peace and the dignity of 
man all over the world. He made those princi- 
ples the bisis of India’s foreign policy and 
applied them to every international dispute. 
The whole world looked up to him as the 
greatest peacemaker of our times. At home he 
was the only Indian who was supposed to stay 
above parties and groups. 


The likely candidates for Nehru’s vacant 
chair were many. But we have seen, in the last 
chapter, that Nehru was personally inclined to 
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Lal Bahadur for this succession. It was no 
unjustified favour to Lal Bahadur. He had 
sufficiently proved his worth in many high 
offices. May be he had not the personal glamour 
or mental brilliance of his rivals. He was also 
a poor man and did not have either funds or 
the skill or experience to canvass for himself. 
The people in India however were actually 
searching for a man of real honesty and unsel- 
fishness.s And among the senior leaders of the 
Congress, that man, without any doubt, was Lal 
Bahadur. So, when the Congress President 
Kamaraj interviewed about 200 Congress 
notables in his effort to ascertain the opinion 
of the party regarding Nehru’s successor, he 
found that the unassuming Lal Bahadur was 
the universal choice. 


And so, while the whole world had been 
expecting a war of succession in India after 
Nehru, Lal Bahadur was elected as the second 
Prime Minister by the Congress Parliamentary 
Party cn June 2, 1964. 


FIRST COMMONER TO BE PRIME MINISTER 


In Lal Bahadur, free India had a genuine 
common man for the first time as her Prime 
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Minister. In spite of his great sacrifices for the 
people, Pandit Nehru cannot be called a com- 
moner. He was the son of a rich man and was 
educated in foreign schools and universities at 
great expense. He lived, more or less, the life 
of an aristocrat. Even Gandhiji was nota 
common man in the sense that Lal Bahadur 
was, for he was the son of the Prime Minister 
of a native state, was educated in England and 
never knew real poverty. 


Lal Bahadur Shastri’s story is altogether 
different. He was a man who came from the 
grass-roots of the nation. His,family was poor 
in the sense in which millions of Indians are 
poor. Like millions they could not be sure of 
their next meal. It was a hard struggle for 
Lal Bahadur and his family to keep the wolf 
from the door. He saw his own child die for 
lack of medical attention. At one time his 
family managed to subsist on only two and half 
rupees a month. Even after becoming Minister 
of Railways, Industries, Home and Transport, 
he had to wear a torn shirt. Nevertheless, he 
did not worry about his own poverty and 
worked hard for removing the poverty of his 
people. 
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A commoner himself, Lal Bahadur always 
had the common man of India in his vision. 
This is what he said in the very first speech he 
made to the nation after becoming Prime 
Minister : 

“Of all the problems facing us, none ismore 
distressing than that of the dire poverty in 
which tens of millions of our countrymen 
continue to live. How I wish that I would be 
able to lighten the burden of poverty of our 
people! I cannot forget, particularly, the claims 
of the most backward sections, like the schedu- 
led castes and scheduled tribes, who had suffered 
neglect and had to endure disabilities for many 
centuries. It would be my proud privilege to 
work for the establishment of a more just social 
order.” | 


THE FOOD AND CLOTH PROBLEM 


True to his word, Lal Bahadur took imme- 
diate steps to improve the food situation in 
India. To enable the common man inthe towns 
as well as in the countryside to get his foodstuff 
cheaply, the new Prime Minister covered the 
country with fair-price shops. Formerly they 
were confined to only a few big cities, like 
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Calcutta and New Delhi. Then he established 
Government-sponsored Foodgrains Trading 
Corporation of India to levy and collect cereals 
direct from the peasant, so that middlemen 
would not be able to increase their prices. He 
felt that the cultivator must be guaranteed a 
good price for the grains he sold, so that he 
might be encouraged to produce more. He took 
energetic measures to enable the Indian 
cultivator to produce more. He provided him 
with better irrigation facilities and took effec- 
tive steps to protect the crops from disease and 
insects. For the first time after India became 
free, the nation’s food problem was approached 
comprehensively from three main angles, 
namely, production, distribution and prices. 
The Government of India and the State Govern-~ 
ments are now trying to solve India’s food 
problem on the lines laid down by him. 


Shastriji also took effective measures to 
control the price of cloth. In his Independence 
Day speech from the ramparts of the Red Fort 
at Delhiin 1965, the new Prime Minister boldly 
declared that the test of a good Government 
lay in meeting the needs of the common man, 
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such as food, shelter, medical facilities and 
employment. He added, “‘It is imperative that 
Government policies in the immediate future 
should be geared to meet these requirements.” 


REBUILDING THE ARMY 


But to meet man’s daily needs is not the 
only task of a Prime Minister. There are 
many equally pressing national problems which 
he has to deal with. 

Lal Bahadur Shastri was a man of peace 
like Jawaharlal Nehru. India, the land of the 
Buddha and Gandhi, hates violence. She has 
been telling the world for the last few centuries 
that violence does not solve any problem either 
of nations or of individuals. That is why India 
has teen a staunch supporter of the United 
Nations Organization. India believes that at 
the stage of human civilisation it is sheer 
foolishness to try to solve national problems 
through war, which ruins both the victor and 
the vanquished. She believes in the more 
civilised ways of solving international problems 
through negotiation or the World Court. 


In the circumstances the armed forces of 
India are meant only to defend the country 
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in case it is attacked from outside. The Chinese 
invasion of 1962 sadly revealed that the Indian 
army was inadequate even for successful 
defence. Our leaders had given most of their 
thinking to the reconstruction of India out of 
the damage done to her by partition. The 
unexpected Chinese attack taught us, however, 
that military strength also is a very necessary 
part of a nation’s total build-up. Hence, 
Shastriji, a thorough man of peace, had to 
reorganise the Indian army on modern lines. 
He launched a five-year defence plan aiming at 
a well-equipped army of 8,25,000 men, with an' 
air-force of 45 squadrons and a powerful modern 
navy. He wanted India to be self-sufficient in 
all her military requirements. It was under 
Shastriji’s inspiration, therefore, that the sccond 
ship-building yard at Visakhapatnam was 
inaugurated as also the plant to produce MIG 
fighter planes. We shall see how Shastriji’s 
remodelled Indian army earned unexpected 
glories in the Indo-Pak War of 1965. 


THE NAGA PROBLEM 


While taking vigorous steps to turn the 
Indian army into a strong fighting force, Lal 
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Bahadur extended the hand of peace to the 
Nagas. Nevertheless, he refused to consider 
their demand to go out of the Indian Union 
and form an independent state. 

The Nagas, consisting of fourteen tribes, 
live on the extreme north-eastern region of 
India. They have been a part of the Indian 
nation from time immemorial, like many other 
hill-tribes. All through the Britis rule they lived 
peacefully in the eastern state of Assam. But of 
late, they have been demanding a separate state 
of their own. When the Government of India 
opposed such a move, some misguided Nagas 
resorted to an armed revolt. Out of his 
sympathy for the Nagas, Jawaharlal Nehru 
went tothe length of creating a new state called 
Nagaland. Even then the Nagas insisted 
on complete separation from India. Naturally 
enough the Government of India had to keep a 
part of its security forces permanently stationed 
in Nagaland. They were to protect the 
innocent, peace-loving villagers and citizens, 
who form the bulk of the population, from the 
violence of the underground Nagas. 


This ugly situation continued for fifteen 
years. Shastri, a man of peace, immediately 
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thought of solving the Naga problem by peace- 
ful means. He, therefore, appointed a Naga 
Peace Mission to try tocome to an understand- 
ing with the underground Naga leaders through 
discussions. Thanksto the Mission, even though 
the underground Nagas continue to create 
trouble, Nagaland on the whole has had several 
years of peaceful existence. There has been 
considerable im provement in all aspects of life 
of the Naga people. Consequently, public 
opinion against the ways of the underground 
Nagas is now steadily growing in Nagaland 
itself. 
MEASURES AGAINST CORRUPTION 


Prime Minister Shastri also took vigorous 
steps to stop corruption in the administration. 
He was bold enough to introduce, for the first 
time, a code of conduct for the Ministers. He 
issued clear-cut ‘‘do’s and don'‘t’s” for them so 
that none of them could utilise his position as 
a Minister to acquire property for himself or 
for his relatives. He also asked the Finance 
Minister to take strong measures to bring into 
the open the black money of the merchants, 
which was responsible for the prevailing high 
prices of all commodities. 
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KASHMIR ANDjTHE PUNJAB 


Lal Bahadur released Sheikh Abdullah, the 
Kashmir leader who was under detention for 
many years, to meet thesentiments of a section 
of the Kashmir people. His wisdom and healing 
touch saved Kashmir from a dangeroussituation 
when Prophet Mohommed’srelic, atuft of hair 
kept in a mosque at Srinagar, was stolen. 
Thanks to the prompt action of the authorities, 
the thieves, suspect to be Pakistani agents, 
were unable to escape from India. They secretly 
put it back in its place in the mosque. 


Within 48 hours of the publication of the 
Das Commission Report, which found fault 
with the Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Pratap 
Singh Kairon, Shastriji had him dismissed also 
in spite of his powerful following in the state. 


FRIEND TO ALL 


In the international field India’s new Prime 
Minister tried to revive, continue and streng- 
then friendly relations with all nations of the 
world, not excluding Pakistan and China. He 
made personal contacts with the heads of states 
or their. representatives, such as t he} Prime 
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Ministers of Soviet Russia, the United States 
of America, England, Yugoslovia, the United 
Arab ‘Republic, etc. His presence at the 
conference of the non-aligned powers at Cairo 
in October 1965 made a deep impression on all 
the delegates, and the world Press hailed him 
as the worthy successor of Jawaharlal Nehru. 


NON-ALIGNED INDIA 


The word ‘non-aligned’ needs a little 
explanation. The world today is sharply 
divided into two political camps, armed for the 
third world war. The nations of the world have 
gathered round the two modern giant States, 
Soviet Russia and the United States of America. 
Soviet Russia stands for communism, the 
United States of America for democracy. 


India is a democratic State, like England 
and the United States of America. However, 
acting on the wise advice of Gandhiji, India has 
firmly refused to be a mere camp-follower of 
any country. As the land of the Buddha and 
Gandhi, India feels that her mission in the 
world is that of a peace-maker between warring 
nations. As such, she wants to remain friendly 
to all. This has certainly made India unpopular 
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with some of her friends, but, disregarding 
temporary benefits she has stuck to her prin- 
ciples. As a result India is now the only great 
country in the world to whom all nations, 
great and small, look up for moral support in 
their conflicts with others. And so, though 
India is neither a great military power, nor 
very rich, she stands as an important moral 
force in international affairs. All nations 
expect India to support what is right and 
condemn what is wrong, no matter which 
country is responsible for the action. 


Many nations of the world have deeply 
appreciated and admired this non-alignment of 
India from the two hostile blocks. Following 
India’s example some other countries havetried 
to remain non-aligned in international politics 
SO as to preserve peace in the world. These 
non-aligned powers first met at Bandung in 
Indonesia in a tig conference which was 
attended by Jawaharlal Nehru. They met 
againat Cairo for the second time. At the Cairo 
conference it was Shastriji's five-point peace 
proposal that was unanimously accepted. His 
speech made the deepest impression on that 
highly intellectual audience. 
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Thus Lal Bahadur, the new Prime Mini- 
ster, steadily rose in the people’s estimation 
at home and abroad for achieving so great a 
success in so short a time and dispelled the 
earlier doubts about his ability as the successor 
of Jawaharlal Nehru. But his fine work got an 
unexpected and sudden obstruction from the 
Indo-Pakistan conflict. 
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CHAPTER XI 
A GREAT LEADER OF WAR 


Although Gandhiji opposed the partition 
of India till his last breath, other great leaders. 
of the Congress, like Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Sardar Patel, agreed to it as the price of our 
own freedom under compelling circumstances. 
However, the British Government left the 
native states free to join either India or 
Pakistan. This made big states, like Hyderabad 
and Kashmir, practically independent countries. 
within India. 


HYDERABAD AND KASHMIR 


There were clear enough indications that 
India’s enemies might easily influence these 
native princes to harm her interests. 


When British India became a democratic 
republic, the people of the native states started 
movements for similar rights. There was wide- 
spread disorder in most of these native states. 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the then Home 
Minister of India, came forward to help the 
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Rajas and Maharajas, whose very lives and 
properties were in danger. He offered them 
security, provided they surrendered their terri- 
tories to the Indian Government. This they all 
did. Practically all the princes, except those of 
Hyderabad and Kashmir, merged their terri- 
tories with the neighbouring provinces of the 
Indian union. They were given handsome 
allowances for themselves and their families, 
collectively called privy purse. 

Kashmir and Hyderabad were each as big 
as or even bigger than most of the Indian 
provinces of those days. They had their own 
armies. Hyderabad had its own coinage system. 
In Hyderabad, the rular, called the Nizam, 
was a Muslim and his subjects were mostly 
Hindu, while in Kashmir the ruler was a 
Hindu and his subjects were largely Muslim. 
It was Pakistan’s fond disire that she should 
have Hyderabad as its ruler was Muslim and 
also Kashmir as the majority of its population 
were Muslim. 

After the British left India, the Nizam 
became an independent sovereign. Though a 
minority, the Muslims were in positions of 
privilege in Nizam’s territory. They now 
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started molesting the helpless Hindus who fled 
in their thousands to the neighbouring Indian 
districts, leaving their home and properties 
behind. The link between Nizam’s Hyderabad 
and Pakistan was no secret. 


India could not remain a mere silent 
observer of this great danger to herself. When 
negotiations with the Nizam failed, India was 
forced to take police action. Thanks to General 
Chaudhury’s able leadership, the Indian army 
in a three-pronged expedition occupied Hydera- 
bad in only about a week’s time without 
bloodshed and with little difficulty. Thus the 
whole of Hyderabad became Indian territory. 


KASHMIR BECOMES PART OF INDIA 


Losing Hyderabad, Pakistan now turned 
her attention to Kashmir. Long before the 
British left the Indian soil, there was an afgita- 
tion in Kashmir for democratic government, as 
in India, under the leadership of Sheikh 
Abdullah. The wise ruler of Kashmir, Maha- 
raja Hari Singh granted practically all that 
Abdullah wanted. By the time the British 
left India, there was an elected Government 
in Kashmir with Sheikh Abdullah as the 
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Prime Minister and the Maharaja as only the 
constitutional head. 


Kashmir is the land from which the 
Nehrus had migrated to Uttar Pradesh. The 
Nehrus, the Saprus and the Kauls are well 
known in India. They are all Koshmiris with 
living links with their old native land. 
Thousands of Indians and foreigners visit 
Kashmir every year to enjoy the Himalayan: 
Scenery and the cool climate. Hence, progre- 
ssive ideas from India and abroad have flowed: 
freely into Kashmir. The Indian National 
Congress had expressed full sympathy with 
Sheikh ‘Abdullah’s agitation for popular’ 
government in Kashmir. He also became a 
personal friend of Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Finding that Kashmir under Sheikb 
Abdullah was in no mood to join ther, 
Pakistan tried to snatch it by force. The smal} 
and illequipped Kashmir army could not with- 
stand the Pakistani attack for even a few 
hours. However, Pakistan dared not attack 
Kashmir openly. On the other hand, her army 
secretly helped the tribesmen of the North- 
West Frontier Province of West Pakistan to 
invade Kashmir, so thatthe world would. 
believe that it was the work of the wild: 
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tribesmen, and the Pakistan Government had 
nothing to do with it. Pakistan had hoped that 
the Muslim population of Kashmir would 
welcome the Muslim tribesmen. But that did 
not happen. Kashmiri Muslims opposed the 
Muslim tribal raiders who burnt and looted 
Muslim villages and killed Muslims. In view 
of this unexpected resistance from the people 
of Kashmir, Pakistan now sent out regular 
soldiers to enter Kashmir. When the invading 
forces of Pakistan were only a few miles from 
Srinagar, Kashmir’s capital, Maharaja Hari 
Singh and his Prime Minister Sheikh Abdullah 
were alarmed and requested the Government 
of India to come to their rescue. 


India was prepared to help Kashmir, but it 
was a free, sovereign state. How could the 
Indian army enter an independent state to 
face the Pakistani intruders? India could defend 
Kashmir only if she became a part of India. 
Hence, on the advice of Lord Mountbatten, 
the then Governor-General ot India, Maharaja 
Hari Singh's Government offered, of its own 
accord,to merge Kashmir with the Indian union. 
It was only after Kashmir became formally a 
part of India that Indian army marched into 
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Kashmir and rapidly pushed back the Pakistani 
inva lers trom the plains of Kashmir, which 
constituted two-thirds of the state. 


A DIVIDED KASHMIR 


It has ever been India’s policy not to resort 
to war to solve international problems but to 
try to solve them through peacetul means. So 
Jawaharlalji, our Prime Minister, decided to 
have the fate of Kashmir settled finally by the 
Unite 1 Nations rather than by the war, even 
though the Indian army could have freed the 
whole of Kashmir in another fifteen days or so. 
When India submitted the Kashmir case before 
the Unite. l Nations, that world body imme- 
diately forced a cease-fire on both India and 
Pakistan and drew up a cease-fire line, dividing 
Kashmir state into two parts. Pakistan’s 
sole dream for the last twenty years has been 
to get the Indian portion of Kashmir also. 
Defeated in her first military venture in 
1948-49, Pakistan was waiting for another 
opportunity. 


SECOND INDO-PAK CONFLICT 


Pakistan first secretly sent into Kashmir 
groups of Pakistanis in disguise to incite 
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‘Kashmiri Muslims into revolt against India and 
to destroy strategic roads and railway bridges. 
She wanted to demonstrate to the world that 
there was a national revolt by the Kashmiri 
people against the Government of India. But 
‘the intruders were captured and disarmed by 
‘the Indian security forces with the help of the 
‘Kashmiri Muslims. 


When this attempt failed, the regular 
Pakistan army personnel crossed the cease-fire 
line in September 1965 and entered Indian 
territory. Immediately, as though by magic, 
Lal Bahadur, the man of peace, turned into a 
Sreat leader of var. 


As the Pakistan army advanced in the 
Chhbamb area of Kashmir, with a view to cut- 
ting off the only rail-link between Kashmir and 
the rest of India, Lal Bahadur ordered our 
generals not only to face the Pakistani forces 
‘on this front, but to advance directly into 
Pakistan territory at three other points on the 
border. At the same time, he directed our Air 
Force to give full support to our ground troops. 
“This combined operation scattered the Pakistan 
army along a long border. The Indian army soon 
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West Punjab. 

At this hour of grave crisis Communist 
China, Pakistan’s ally, threatened to attack 
India on the false pretext that the latter had 
violated her borders. She even gave India a 
three-day ultimatum. Lal Bahadur offered 
China, in reply, a joint international check-up 
to verify the truth of the allegations. China 
refused to accept this proposal and extended 
the ultimatum for another three days. At this, 
the seemingly meek Lal Bahadur roared like a 
lion in the Lok Sabha. He said, “The might of 
China will not deter us from defending our 
territory. The House may rest assured that we 
are fully vigilant and that if we are attacked, 
we Shall fight for our freedom with grim deter- 
mination.”’ It was this brave challenge of meek 
Shastriji that made the Chinese ultimatum 
melt away, as China could understand clearly 


by now that the Indian army was not the 
same as in 1962. 


The Indian nation, nay the whole world, 
was amazed at the staunch patriotism of Indian 
soldiers of all classes and religions— Hindus, 
Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Parsis and Anglo- 
Indians, as they fought like one man for their 
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dear motherland. Abdul Hamid of Uttar 
Pradesh became a national hero for having 
sacrificed his life for his dear Mother India. He 
died the glorious death of a hero on the battle- 
field but not before he had destroyed seven 
tanks of the enemy, single-handed. 


On September 26, 1965 in a speech on the 
Ramlila grounds in Delhi, Prime Minister 
Shastri paid a glowing tribute to our jawans 
for their excellent performance in the Indo- 
Pak conflict. He said, ‘“Y esterday, I visited some 
of our wounded jawans and officers in the 
Military hospitals. Though they have been badly 
hurt, I did not see even a single tear or even 
one sad face. However serious the injury of 
the wound was, each of them was smiling and 
cheerful. An otficer, whose leg had been 
amputated, told me with pride that he shot 
down a Pakistani officer, even after his leg had 
received injury in the battle-fiell. I was very 
much moved to see another officer, Bhupinder 
Singh, whose whole body was covered with 
blood. Even now it is difficult to put a piece of 
cloth anywhere on his body. He was lying in 
bed with eyes closed. He apologised to me for 
not being able to stand up to show respect to 
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the Prime Minister who was visiting him. He 
told me that he had destroyed seven enemy 
tanks and that his unit had knocked out 
thirtyone. He also said that he was sure to get 
well again, but even if he did not, it did not 
matter, because, the country could hold its 
head high. I told him how proud the country 
was of him, how deeply grateful the people of 
the country were forthe way the Indian armed 
forces had faced the enemy. We shall stand by 
our armed forces with all our strength and 
make it possible for them to lead the country 
from victory to victory.” 


THE FOOD-FRONT 


For a nation at war, food is as essential 
as arms and ammunition. How can the 
soldiers fight well without being properly fed ? 
For this, the civilian population must strive 
hard to grow more food. If their is not much 
food in the country, they must make sacritices 
for the brave boys on the battle-front. Shastriji 
wanted that India should be victorious on 
both fronts—-food and war. Hence, he gave the 
nation a new slogan : 

Jai Jawan 
Jai Kisan 
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which resounded in the Indian subcontinent 
from the Himalayas to Cape Kanyakumari. 


But some unpatriotic Indians, apprehending 
that the war might be prolonged and there 
would be shortage of food, started hoarding. 
Shastriji, therefore, said : 


“Even if friendly countries do not help us 
with food, we have to be prepared to subsist on 
the barest minimum and meet our defence 
needs, somehow or other. I want every village 
in this country to be aware of this situation, to 
be alive to the need for producing more food- 
grains in the country...... I would like also to 
nip the psychology of hoarding in the bud...... 
It will be grossly unfair for the country if we 
kept even one more grain of wheat or rice than 
we actually needed.....evveees What is the point 
of saving our livesat the expense of thou- 
sands of our countrymen ? It'is much better to 
die. If we understand this much, then we shall 
be able to defend ourselves. When I returned 
from Russia, I told you about the city of 
Leningrad where 500,000 people died in defence 
of their city. Many of them died of starvation. 
In India each man, therefore, should willingly 
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share with his brother, with his neighbour, 
whatever he has, so that nobody need starve. 
‘This is what we must resolve today.” 


But thanks to the resounding victories of 
the Indian army, with our troops in occupation 
of a large slice of Pakistan territory, the Indo- 
Pak conflict came to an end. The Security 
Council of the United Nations and, indeed, the 
whole world started talking of peace. A true 
man of peace that he was, Shastriji welcomed 
the peace proposals made by U. Thant, the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
even at that hour of victory for India. Shastriji 
said : 

“The world knows that we have,time and 
again, offered our services for peace-keeping 
operations. Our great leader Jawaharlal Nehru 
worked for peace all his life, and on many occa- 
sions miraculously succeeded in averting wars. 
We cannot suddenly forget these principles. 
We steadfastly hold to these ideals of peace in 
the world. We want to live in our country in 
peace, so that we can work for progress, so that 
we can fight the poverty of our people and 
build up a new society for them. We are 
content in our own country and do not want 
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to grab anybody else's territory. Nothing could 
be farther from our minds than to become the 
cause of armed con licts in the world.” 


Truce was, therefore, made in September 
1965 on the intervention of the Security 
Council. But that was only a cease-fire, each 
army still facing the other. In the meantime 
the Soviet Prime Minister, Alexei Kosygin 
invited both the countries to Soviet Russia for 
talks on final peace between India and 
Pakistan. Both President Ayub Khan of 
Pakistan ani Prime Minister Lal Bahadur 
agreed to meet Kosygin at Taskhent, capital 
of Uzbekistan, for the conciliatory talks. 


Digitized by srujanika@ gmail.com 


CHAPTER XII 


THE GLORIOUS END 


By the time of the cease-fire in the Indo- 
Pak conflict Lal Bahadur Shastri had been 
Prime Minister of India for only eighteen 
months. During that short period this poor and 
humble man from a village in Uttar Pradesh 
had proved himself so outstanding a leader in 
both peace and war that even his closest 
associates were surprised. For, he had success- 
fully tackled several national problems which 
had clung to the Indian Republic ever since 
its birth. These were, for example, the 
Kashmir question, the Chinese menace, the 
Naga demand, the language dispute and 
the chronic food shortage. He had even 
delivered stunning blows on the enemies of 
India who had been dreaming of crawling on 
her back. As a matter of fact, it was Shastri 
who gave free India the first glory of military 
victory and provided the Indian army with 
an oprortunity to wipe out the disgrace 
of 1962. For this reason, when he visited 
Calcutta and Pombay after the cease-fire, 
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he was given a hero’s ovation by millions of 
citizens. 

With the hope of a permanent elimination 
of Indo-Pak tensions, Shastriji left India on 
January 1, 1966 for Taskhent where the Soviet 
Prime Minister was waiting for him and 
President Ayub Khan of Pakistan. 

Many years before, while he was on tour 
in connection with an election campaign in the 
villages of Uttar Pradesh, Shastriji had got a 
mild heart attack. He had heart trouble again 
about-a month after he became Prime Minister. 
However, he resumed his daily routine after 
about a month’s treatment and rest. He was 
simple in his habits and took only vegetarian 
food but the doctors put him now under still 
greater restrictions. For this reason, his wife, 
Lalita Devi, had to come out now of the old 
seclusion of her household, to accompany her 
husband on his foreign tours. But on this trip 
to Taskhent she did not accompany him. In 
fact, she was prevented from doing so by her 
husband. 

LALITA SHASTRI 


We have seen in a previous chapter 
how Lalita Devi, who had been used to the 
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comforts of a well-todo home in her early 
years, silently faced long years distressing 
poverty as Lal Bahadur's wife cheerfully carry- 
ing on her delicate shoulders the burden of a 
large family. People were amazed to find that 
at their official residencein New Delhi, Shastri’s 
family consisted of nineteen members—four 
sons, two daughters and their husbands, six 
grandchildren, a daughter-in-law, Shastriji’s 
eighty-year-old mother Ramdulari Devi and 
eightyfive-year-old uncle Ramprasad, besides 
Shastriji and Lalita Devi. In addition, there 
were daily over a dozen guests in the house. 


Lalita Devi had completely merged her own 
personality in her husband and his family. She 
looked after the comforts of the whole house- 
hold, unaffected by the ups and downs of her 
great husband. She had surrendered herself 
completely to God. If Shastriji remained 
incorruptible throughout his public lifeinspite 
of distressing periods of poverty, in the midst 
of excellent opportunities to feather his own 
nest, the credit should largely go to this great 
woman. 


Soon after Shastriji became Prime Minister, 
a delegation of women asked Lalita Devi to 
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participate in public work and social service. 
She refused to accept the suggestion. ‘I feel,” 
she said, ‘“‘that my place is inthe home, looking 
after my family. And there is plenty to do.” 
When the women leaders referred the matter 
to Lal Bahadur, he too said, ‘‘My wife is busy 
in cooking and praying. If she goes out making 
public speeches, it won't do any good to me or 
to my family.” 


When astonished foreign correspondents 
asked why Lalita Devi, wife of the Prime 
Minister, was personally cooking not only for 
a large joint family but also for outsiders, who 
visited her husband, she quietly replied, “Are 
not we just one family ?” And photographs of 
the wife of the Indian Prime Minister cooking 
at the old-style Indian chulha appeared in the 
world press. 


Traditionally, India’s womanhood is dedi- 
cated to the welfare of the family. Poor Lal 
Bahadur'’s greatest support in life was, perhaps, 
Lalita Devi, a jewel of a woman. She vas com- 
pletely at sorbed in the joys and sorrows of her 
husband, without any personcl ambition of 
her oun. 
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Lal Bahadur was in excellent health when 

he started for Taskhent. As it was January, 
Taskhent was naturally much colder than New 
Delhi and Lal Bahadur feared that Lalita Devi 
would not be able to bear it. Moreover, two 
doctors were accompanying him. For these 
reasons Lalita Devi did not accompany her 
husband on this trip, which turned out so 


fateful. 
THE LAST GLORY 


At Taskhent Shastriji’s victory was no less 
remarkable than at the battle-front. Pakistan 
had hoped that through the good offices of the 
Soviet Prime Minister, Kosygin, she might get 
Kashmir. Pakistan argued that, unless the 
whole of Kashmir was hers, wars on the Indian 
subcontinent would occur again and again 
Shastriji opposed this move. He said firmly that 
Kashmir was definitely a part of India. On the 
other hand, Pakistan's occupation of the 
so-called Azad Kashmir was illegal and should 
be vacated. India was not going to discuss with 
an outsider what was purely a domestic affair. 
The issue at the Taskhent round-table was 
whether the outstanding problems between 
India and Pakistan, the two neighbours, should 
be solved by force, as Pakistan had been trying 
to do, or by peaceful means through talks. 
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The discussions dragged on day after day. 
At last, Shastriji’s view-point was accepted. In 
the famous Taskhent declaration there was 
no mention of Kashmir at all. India and 
Pakistan declared jointly not to have recourse 
to force and agreed to settle their disputes 
through peaceful means. The declaration fur- 
ther stated that the relation between India and 
Pakistan should be based on the principle of 
non-interference in the internal affairs of each 
other. It was on Monday, January 10, 1966 that 
the Taskhent declaration was signed by the 
Prime Minister of India, and President of 
Pakistan. 


Ever since the beginning of the Indo- 
Pak conflict, Shastriji, who was a poor eater, 
had resolved to go without food on Mondays. 
He thus set an example to his countrymen to 
sacrifice food for at least a day in a week for 
the sake of our brave jawans. That Monday, at 
Taskhent, he had fasted the whole day. He 
was with Kosygin till 9 o’clock at night, long 
after the agreement had been signed. He was 
cheerful, in spite of his fast and his day-long 
hard labour Kosygin later said that Shastriji 
had given strong expression to his hatred of 


Digitized by srujanika@ gmail.com 


111 


war in his talks with him that night. He had 
told the Soviet Prime Minister that he wanted 
peace. He did not want the resources of the 
country to be wasted in war, but wanted them 
to be utilised for providing plenty of food, 
clothes, houses, and educational and medical 
facilities to his people. After heart-to-heart 
talks, Shastriji bade good-bye to Kosygin and 
returned to his villa. He took just a glass of 
milk and went to bed. But after only an hour 
he woke up with severe pain in his chest. 
He sat up and called for his doctors who 
were in the next room. He even tried to walk 
to that room, but fell down on the way and 
all was over with him in a moment. 


Within half-an-hour or so, Kosygin arrived 
with Russian doctors, but there was nothing 
to be done. They were stunned to find that the 
great Indian leader had passed away so 
unexpectedly in the very hour of his great 
victory. Millions of Taskhent citizens lined the 
streets with tears in their eyes as Shastri’s lite- 
less budy was being slowly carried from his 
villa to the ait-port. They had come to pay 
their last respects to the great Indian leader 
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who had been a man of peace, a mcdel 
of humility and youthful enthusiasm. He 
had only a dhott end a coat on in spite cof 
that severe cold of central Asia. Kosygin 
himself accompanied the dead body all the 
way from Taskhent to New Delhi. 

India was stunned at the news. Millions of 
people broke down in grief when they listened 
to the radio broadcasts. Thousands filed 
past his bier while it was lying in stite at his 
official residence in New Delhi. When the sad 
news was communicated to Lalita Devi on the 
phone from Taskhent, she is reported to have 
cried out, “What is left now for me in the 
whole world ?” 

Pocr Lalita Devi had lost the light of her 
life. But she gained the sympathy and good-will 
of the entire Indian nation and even of thé 
whole world. Ambassadors and foreign digni- 
taries called on her to convey their personal 
grief and the deep sorrow of their own nations. 
As long as Shastriji’s body was lying in state, 
Lalita Devi never left it. She followed in wild 
grief, to the outer gates of the compound of 
the Shastri villa where it was placed on a flower 
bedecked gun-carriage for the funeral procession. 
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Millions of sorrowing people followed the 
funeral carriage. Shastriji’s earthly remains 
were cremated on the banks of the holy 
Yamuna, close to where Gandhiji and 
Jawaharlal Nehru had been cremated. 

It is only after his death that an astonished 
world came to know what an extraordinary 
man Lal Bahadur Shastri had been. This man, 
who rose to the exalted position of Prime 
Minister of India, had no motor-car, no bank 
deposits, not even a house to call his own. He 
had the spirit of a true Sati/'grahit who, as 
Gandhiji said, must be humbler than dust. 
His life was a life of ceaseless striving and a life 
devoted to the ancient Indian ideal of plain 
living and high thinking. In Lalita Shastri he 
had an ideal partner in life, the very model of 
Indian womanhood. She always stood by him 
like a rock of forbearance, never giving way to 
despair, even in the most trying moments of 
adversity. This may te the secret of Lal 
Bahadur’s success and greatness. 


In Shastriji’s short but honest, uncorrupt, 
patriotic life and his glorious death, the young 
Republic of India has had a great inspiration and 
a fountain of hore for her future glory and 
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prosperity. His life and death remind us of only 
another great man of history, Abraham Lincoln 
of America. Both were genuine commoners, 
rising right out of the soil of the land and 
nursed in the hardships of poverty, but 
remaining all the same, unaffected by vices 
because of inborn nobility of soul. Both also, in 
spite of irregular education, turned out to be 
excellent org«niscrs, efficient administrators 
and outstanding leaders of great rations, in war 
as well asin peace. Both were sincerely humble 
to their finger-tips. Both died at the hour of 
their greatest glory in lite. And both died for 
their nations as well as for humanity, leaving 
behind shining examples to succeeding genera- 
tions to follow. Let us pray that their noble 
souls may enjoy eternal peace. 
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NOTES 


expanse : wide extent of area. 

parole : prisoner’s promise that he will return 
to custody at a certain time, if temporarily 
liberated, 

obligation ; one’s bounden duty, 

sobbed out ; uttered with sobs, 

Dadabhat Narojs ; (1825+1917)—the Grand Old 
Maun of India. He was the first Indian member 
of British Parliament. Thrice he was the President 
of the Indian National Congress, 

Bal Gangadhar Trlak : (1856-1920)—a great 
patriot and nationalist leader, born in Maha- 
rushtra. In 1908, ho was deported to Mandalay 
for treason. 

Gopal Irishna Gokhale : (1866-1915) —a 
nutionalist leader with moderate views. He wus 
elected President of the National Congress in 
1905. He was the founder of the ‘Servants of 
India Society’. 

legend : popular or traditional story. 

black Act : one which was to bring disgraco. 
dissuade : advise aguinst, 

irrevocable : not su bject to alteration. 

voracious ; greedy i.e. one who devours many books. 
stimulate : make more active, 
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p. 62. 


p. 66. 


p. 67. 


Pp. 69. 


p. 70. 


(ii) 
indigent : poor or needy. 
veritable : rightly so called. 
distinguish : see the difference. 
intoricated : excited and cause loss of self- 
control, 


imperialism : the policy of extending the rule of 
2 country over other countries. 


legislative work : work in connection with 
legislation or enacting of laws. 

unruly : lawless. 

rowdy : rough and noisy. 

pariition : i.e , partition of India into India and 
Pakistan. 

made good : resorted to normal condition. 


integrity : quality of being honest, upright and 
sincere, 

precepts : moral principles. 

salvation : Saving from calamity or danger, 
phone-girls : girls employed at telephone 
exchange to make connections for calls, 


impact : effect or influence. 


secession : withdrawing themselves, i.e., wilfully 
ceasivg to be members. 


menacing : threatening. 
feature : characteristic part. 


ballot-box : a type of box used in voting. 
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. 90. 
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. 104. 


({ i) 
gorge : a deep, narrow valley, with stream 


between steep hills. 
stroke : a shock. 


piloted : conducted through successive stages, 
disparities : inequality or differences. 
canvass : to ask people for votes or support. 


to keep the wolf from the door to avert 
starvation. 

geared : made subservient (to) 

underground : working secretly. 

relic : part of a holy person’s body or belongings 
preserved as an object of reverence. 

hostile : unfriendly. 

democratic : insisting on equal rights and 
privileges for all. 

republic : a State in which the government is 
carried on by the people themselves or by their 
elected representatives. 

coinage system : the system of coining money. 
three-pronged : simultaneously at three points. 
strategic : important from the stand-point of 
military operation. 

ally : a State, united to another, for some special 
object. 

ultimatum : statement of terms, which, if not 
accepted within specified time, may lead to open 
war. 

truce : agreement for temjorary oessation of 
hostilities. 
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p- 106. 


p. 107. 
p. 109. 
p- lll. 
p. 112. 


( iv ) 
ovation : enthusiastic reception. 
tension : strained relation. 
to feather his own nest : to enrich himeelf, 
good offices : help or kindness. 
stunned : bewildered. 
bier : a stand or frame on which a corpse is 
placed or carried. 


was lying in state : was placed on view in a 
public place. 
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